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91st BG (H) Reunion 2012 – New Orleans
TheAugust13thdeadlineisquicklyapproachingfor
hotelreservationsattheWyndham RiverfrontNew
Orleans. To reserve your room, please call
504-524-8200 andstateyouarewiththe91st Bomb
Group Reunion.Seethereunionapplicationonpage
9formoreinformation.

Anyoneattendingthereunionwillneedtocomplete
theapplicationonpage9andreturntoJodyKellyas
soonaspossible.Jody’saddressislistedonthe
application.Ifyou need additionalcopiesofthe
application,pleasecontactJimShepherdorGaryHall.

Your201291stBGMAofficerswillbeinstatedatthe
reunion’smembershipmeeting.Pleasetakethetime
tovoteforthe201291stBGMAOfficersusingthe
ballotonpage10.Wearerunningshortonvolunteers,
sowehavefiveuncontestedcandidatesforsixopen
positions.Althoughthesecandidatesareuncontested,
itisimportanttoholdavoteasthebylawsstatethe
91stBGMAneedstohaveaminimumoffourelected
officersinordertoremainanorganization.Yourballot
willneedtobecutoutofthenewsletterandreturned
toJodyKellyforreceiptonorbeforeAugust31,2012.
Pleasenotetheballotisonthebackofthereunion
formsoyoumayreturnbothatthesametime.

Jim andSuzihavedoneanexcellentjobliningup
activitiesforthegroup!

Wednesday,we’llstepbackintimeattheOakValley
Plantation.Referedtoasthe“GrandeDameofthe
GreatRiverRoad”,the plantation sits on the
MississippiRiverwestofNewOrleans.Enjoymany
breathtakingviewsonthewalkingtour,includingthe
quartermilecanopyofgiantliveoaktrees.Theoaks
arebelievedtobe300yearsold!

From thebeachesofNormandytothesandsofIwo
Jima,TheNationalWWIIMuseum’sexhibitsarea

blend ofpersonalaccounts,artifacts,documents,
photographsand originalfootage.Ourgroup will
spendThursdayatthemuseum whichincludesa
viewingofBeyond All Boundaries (seepage2).

Experiencethewildlifeofthemoss-drapedbayousup
closeonFridaymorning’sswamptour.Feralpigs,
deer,snakesandalligators.DidImentionacajun
lunchisincluded?Youmaynotwanttoaskwhat’sin
thesoup.

ArelaxedFridayeveningrivercruiseisinorder.Enjoy
fineNewOrleanscuisinemixedwiththesoundsof
DixielandJazzandsightsfromtheMississppiRiver.

Saturdaymorningwe’llholdourbusinessmeetingand
lunch.ThereisaFrenchQuarterwalkandcitybus
touravailableifyouarenotattendingthemeeting.
We’llendtheweekwithourbanquetatthehotelthat
evening.

Asalwayswe’llbeabletocongregateinthehospitality
suitewithfriendsoldandnew!Wehopetoseeyouin
NewOrleans!

What is your B-17 training worth?
TheExperimentalAircraftAssociationisauctioninga
B-17typeratingforafundraiser.Theauctionincludes
8hoursofdualinstruction,8hoursofgroundschool
and1½hoursofflighttimeforacheckride.

Reserveprice-$50,000!Ifyouneedmoretraining
timeintheirB-17Aluminum Overcast, itis$4,500per
flighthour.Justthink,thegovernmentpaidyoutotrain
inthebigbird.Ofcourse,todaythetyperatingwould
beusedforanairshowphotopassandnotflyinginto
fighterandflakinfestedskies.
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President’s Corner Jim Shepherd
Everythingissetforthe2012Reunionforthe91stBombGroupMemorial
AssociationinNewOrleans.OuractivitiesaresetforavisittotheOak
Plantation,SwampTour,theUnitedStatesWorldWarIIMuseumandthe
riverboatridewithdinnerandmusic.Itwillbeexcitingtoseeoldfriends,the
veteransandnewmemberswhoarereadyforthisadventure.

Thisismylastwritingforthe“RaggedIrregular”andtheendofmy3rdterm
asPresidentofthe91stBombGroupMemorialAssociation.Ithasbeen
excitingtobesoinvolvedwithplanning3reunionsand4RallyRounds.

Therewastalkin1998todisbandtheassociationandjoinforceswiththe8th
AirForceAssociation,butinthelast14years,theassociatemembershave
been actively involved and helped the 91stBomb Group Memorial
Associationthrive.

Theassociationwillcontinueaslongasthemembersstayactiveandwedo
everythingwecantohelptheveteransinanywaywecan.AllI'vedoneisfor
theveterans.Whenmakingdecisionforthe91st,Iwouldalwayscallseveral
veteransandaskfortheiropinion.The“Friendsofthe91st”havebeenvery
helpfultothe91stformanyyears,allthewaybacktothe1960’s.Their
supportwithPropMemorialandplacingtheWreathatMadingleyeveryyear
hasbeenaconstantsupporttothe91standhasalwaysbeenthereforthe
veteransandtheassociation.

Ibelievethemorepeopleinvolvedthemorewegetaccomplished.Theproof
is“TheRing”operatedbyMikeBanta.Withover100membersonthering,
theyhelpwithresearchandhavegivenmanyfamiliesimportantrequested
informationabouttheirveteranfamilymember.

Ifyouareinterestedinsupportingthe91stBGMA,theyneedaPXManager
toruntheoperation.Ifyouareinterested,pleasecontactMickHanou.

SuziandIhaveourroomandairlineticketreservedforNewOrleans.I've
onlybeenthereonce,butthefoodisfantasticandtheentertainmenton
BourbonStreetisexcitingandsometimeverydifferent.Hopetoseeyou
there.

Reunion Event - Beyond All Boundaries
Beyond All Boundaries isapowerful4Dcinematicexperiencecreatedforthe
NationalWWIImuseum.ThemoviecoversPearlHarborthroughtheAllies
victoryusingarchivalfootageandspecialeffectstotellthestory.Phil
Hettema,theshow’sproducerandcreativedirector,isthesonof91st
VeteranDaveHettema.JustoneofmanyreasonstoattendtheSeptember
reunion!

91st BGMA Officers

President
Jim Shepherd
20670ViaAugusto
YorbaLinda,CA92887
Tel:(714)970-5540
jshep91@earthlink.net

1st Vice President
Mick Hanou
2398SandpiperWay
Pleasanton,CA94566
Tel:(925)425-3220
mhanou@comcast.net

Secretary/Treasurer
Jody Kelly
3829SunsetLn
Oxnard,CA93035
Tel:(805)984-7706
njkelly@roadrunner.com

Historian
Janet Larocco
fauno-aventi@usa.net

Editor
Gary Hall
1054SunriseDr
Woodbury,MN55125
Tel:(651)260-2397
raggedirregular@gmail.com

Please send Folded Wings
informationtoJodyKelly.

OctoberR/Isubmissionsmust
bereceivedbySeptember 15th.

91st BG E-mail Ring
b17banta@aol.com

91st on the Web
www.91stbombgroup.com
www.bombsqd323rd.com
www.facebook.com/groups/91bgma

http://www.91stbombgroup.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/91bgma
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Veeps Views Mick Hanou
Ilookforwardtoseeingyouatthe2012reunioninNew
Orleans.Notonlymyveteranfriends,butalsothe
"NextGen"folks,whoaremoreinattendanceeach
time.IwillbehandlingtheHospitalitySuiteagainthis
yearandanysuggestionsarewelcomed.(Assistanceis
alwayswelcometoo).

AsImentionedinthelastR/I,May/Junewasverybusy
forme,withthreeofmymajoraireventsoftheyearin
ashorttime.FirstwastheChinoairshow.Onereally
interestingoccurrencewasmeetingtheoldestliving
femaleWWIIveteran.Sheis102yearsoldandstarted
asariveteronC-47DakotaswithDouglas.Latershe
becameanurseatNormandy,transportingwounded
soldiersbacktoEnglandonC-47s.Shesharedquite
interestingstoriesaboutavoidingenemyfire.Thenshe
toldofbeingstrafedbytheGermansasayoungchild.I
soonrealizedshemeantinWWI(shewasbornin
Romania).Imaginehearingafirst-handaccountof
WWI!Whatalifeshehashad.

Iamhappytoreportthatthe91stBGdisplayatChino
isstillingoodcondition.Whilewehavenotyetadded
thedisplaycases(waitingtoknowhowmuchandwhat
materialisavailable),theprojectisstillontheirradar.
RecentlymydonationtoPlanesofFamegenerateda
companygift-match,whichhasbeendirectedtothe
91stdisplayaswell.

91stVeteranNeilHaecklaccompaniedbyFredChopping

ThenexteventwasMemorialDaywiththeCollings
FoundationNine-O-Nine andothersvisiting.Theplanes
alwaysdrawacrowd,oftenmanyveterans,anditisa
greatrepresentativeofthe91st.Wesharemanyfacts
and stories and the crowd leaves with a rich
understandingofwhatallyouveteransdid,especially
the91st.AtNapa,Imetafellow whonoticedthe
TriangleAonmyjacket.NeilHaecklservedwiththe
91stbuthadlosttouchwiththeBGMAyearsago.He

wasverypleasedtohearanupdateandIhave
subsequentlysenthimthepastfewR/Is.

MyannualtrektoEnglandfortheDuxfordairshow
wentverywellagain.Englandhasbeenhavingvery
foulweather;butmyCaliforniasungodsaccompanied
meandwehadsomebrilliantdaysfortheairshow.

BattleofBritainMemorialFlight'sAvroLancaster

Unfortunately,IdidnotgettoBassingbournthistime,
butdidgetabriefingfromChrisMurphyonthestateof
theTowerMuseum.Iconfirmedtheyhavesecuredthe
323rdMemorialandthe441stSubDepotmarkerto
preservethemfrompeoplewhowouldstealthemfor
themetal.Attheairshowitself,Imetanumberof
BomberCommandveterans(British)andwasableto
gaininsighttotheirtrialsintheairoverNaziGermany.
WealsogottoseeaLancasterflyover-itisalways
interestingtometocompareittotheB-17flyingatthe
show.

Sally B

So,excitinglasttwomonths-primarilybecauseofwho
Igottomeetandget"livinghistory"from:The102-year
oldfemaleveteran,the91stBGveteran,andtheRAF
Bomberveterans.I'msogladtheysharedtheirstories
withme.Ihonoryouall.

Regards,Mick.
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Dear 91st BGMA Friends,
It’sapleasuretobeabletoaddressyouallagainthroughoursubmissionto
theRaggedIrregular.

SinceourlastRIsubmissionwehavebeenextremelybusy;themainfocus
ofourspringactivitieswastheeventweheldinMay....“SOMEWHERE IN
ENGLAND”wasaWW2themedeventwhichwasmanymonthsinthe
planning.The aim ofthe eventwastwo-fold;to raise moneyfor
“OPERATION RESTORATION”(moreofwhichIwillcomeontolater),and
secondly,topublicisetheTowerMuseum.

Unfortunately,theeventonlyachievedoneofitstwogoals,namelytoraisethepublicprofileoftheMuseum.The
costsforstagingsucheventsarehigh;theMuseumbrokeevenonthisevent,butdidnotraisetheanticipated
funds.Theeventitselfwashailedbyallthosewhoattendedasanexceptionallywellputtogetherevent,withgreat
attentiontodetail;indeedmanyofourexhibitorscommentedhowother,morewellestablishedshows,couldlearna
thingortwofromhowthiseventwasorganised.Sadlyeventslikethis,relyheavilyonpublicattendanceandwithso
muchchoiceofsomanycompetingeventsbeingstagedonanygivenweekendduringthesummermonths,the
hopedfornumberstobreakintoprofit,didnotmaterialise.

TheOps39-45RAF“boys”duringtheactof
remembranceandtheplayingofTaps

England’swar-timePrimeMinister
“SirWinstonChurchill”

TheHighlandPipesandDrumsplay“Amazing
Grace”duringtheServiceofRemembrance

SoonaftertheMayevent,theTowerMuseumwasagainvisitedbythe
GreatestGenerationsFoundationfromtheUSA;theFoundation’smain
goalistobringveteransbacktotheirformerwar-timeareasofservice,
andwewereverypleasedtoseeandwelcomebacktoBassingbourn,Mr
ConradLohoeferamongstthegroup.ConradlastvisitedBassingbourn,
withoneofPaulChryst’stoursbackin2002.Onthedaythatthe
Foundation visited,Conrad was surprised with a birthday cake
celebratinghis88thbirthdayonthatday.

ConradLohoefer(3rdfromleft)layingfloraltributeatthe441stSub
DepotmemorialmarkerinitsnewlocationinthegroundsoftheTower
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TheFoundationthenmovedontoNormandy,FrancefortheD-Daycommemorations,
andbycoincidenceAmyandIweremakingoneofourmanyannualtripsto
Normandyatthesametime;sowewereabletomeetupwiththeFoundation,and
ConradonSunday03rdJuneforthemassparachutedropatLaFiereBridge–the
sceneoffiercefightingonD-Dayandbeyond,bythe505thParachuteInfantry
Regimentofthe82ndAirborneDivision.

DuringourrecenttourofNormandy,weagainvisitedthecemeteryatOmahaBeach
andpaidourrespectsto91stBGcrewwhoareburiedthere.

BGMAmembersmayrecallfrom earlierissuesoftheRIthatinMay–Juneoflastyear,91stveteransandfamily
membersjoinedusonatouroftheUKandNormandy.IfanyBGMAmembersareinterestedinasimilartourin2013,we
wouldbemorethanhappytoarrangethis.Pleasecontactusattowermuseum.121@btinternet.com

Inregardsto“OPERATIONRESTORATION”(mentionedabove)andhavingnow
securedthelong-term tenureoftheMuseum,thecampaigntoraisetherequired
fundstofullyrestoretheControlTowerbacktoherformerwar-timeconditionhas
beenlaunched.AfundraisinginformationpackisavailablefromtheMuseumwhich
containsthefulldetailsofthisproject,thefundsneeded,andhowitwillbespent.But
inbrief,thebuildingisnowinaverypoorstateandtocontinuethevaluable
remembranceandeducationalworkoftheMuseum,thebuildingneedsafull
restoration.Ifyouwouldlikefurtherinformationandareinterestedinsupportingthis
vitallyimportantproject,pleasecontacttheMuseumatthefollowingemailaddress:
towermuseum.121@btinternet.com

Overthelastseveralmonthswehavebeenworkingcloselywiththe91stBGMA
BoardMembers,andarehappytoreportthattwoofthe91stBGmemorials,the
401stSubDepotmarkerandthe323rdBSPlaquehavebeenrelocatedfromtheir
formerlocationsandre-sitedinthegroundsintheshadowoftheTower.Thedecision
tomovethesewasbasedonthefactthattheywerevulnerabletometalthievesin
theirformerlocations.(TheUKisandhasbeensufferingalargeamountoftheftsof
metalworkfromwarmemorials).Wehavepurchasedanewtreewhichhasbeen
plantednexttothe441stSubDepotmarker.

ConradLohoefer;atthe
commemorativeparachutedrop

03rdJune2012
LaFiereBridge,Normandy OmahaBeachCemetery,Normandy ChriswithSgt.Major(Rtd.)Ryan,whoon

D-DaywasaPrivatesoldier-theoriginal
“PrivateRyan”-wholandedonOmaha

Beach

441stSubDepot
memorialinitsnew

location–
refurbishedand
carefullycleaned
andsetnexttonew
memorialtree

441stSubDepot
memorialinits
formerlocation
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InourquesttomakethegroundsinwhichtheTowersitsin,aquietplaceforreflection,wehavedecidedthatit
wouldbeaniceideatohavememorialbencheslocatedwithinthegroundsaroundtheTower.Wearehopingthat
membersoftheBGMA,familiesorfriendsmaywishtopurchaseabench,whichcanbeinscribedwithapersonal
messageforalltosee.ThiswillgivevisitorstotheMuseumtheopportunitytositinquietcontemplationandtothink
aboutwhathappenedhereandthepricepaidbysomany,atthissite,duringtheWaryears.Ifthisprojectisof
interesttoyou,pleasecontacttheMuseumatthefollowingemailaddress:towermuseum.121@btinternet.com

TheTeam attheTowerareverybusy;wecontinuetoreceivegood
numbersofvisitorsonouropendaysandonoureveningTwilightTours
whicharerunduringthesummermonths.Wehavemuchworkahead
ofus,butyoucanallbeassuredofourcontinueddedicationto
“KEEPING THE MEMORY ALIVE FOR THOSE WHO COME AFTER”.

Ifyouwanttokeepupwithwhat’shappeningattheTowerMuseum
pleasevisitourwebsiteatwww.towermuseumbassingbourn.co.ukor
followusonFacebookatwww.facebook.com/pages/Tower-Museum-
Bassingbourn/190452534310694

Untilnexttime........Keepsafeandtakecare,

Chris
ChrisMurphy
Director–TowerMuseumBassingbourn

Memorial Day Service 28th May 2012 American Military Cemetery
Ihaveoftenstartedmyreportbycommentingaboutthe
weather,andImakenoapologiesfordoingsoagain.
OverthemanyyearsIhavebeengoingtotheMemorial
ServiceIfindithardtorememberadaywhentheweather
wassogood.InfactitremindedmeoftheweatherI
experienced when Iwas working atHughes,in El
SegundoontheIntelsatVproject.Clearblueskiesand
temperaturearound27°c(81°f).

ArrivingattheCemetery,Icheckedtoseeifthe91st
BG(H)MemorialAssociationwreathwasinplacebehind
theChapel,itwas.IthenlookedforprogrammeandIwas
unabletofindone.IsawamemberoftheMuseumstaff
andhetoldmetherewasashortage.Ieventuallyfound
oneintheCemeteriesreception.ItwasonlyanA4sheet
foldedinhalftogivefourpages.Alistofthoselaying
wreathswasabsent.ImadecontactwithMrMrsDavid
CrowandSquadronLeaderRayLeachandbecauseof
theseatingarrangementsMargaretandIfoundourselves
attherear.Didnotmatter.

TheMasterofCeremonieswasLtColDavidHarris,100th
SecurityForcesSquadron,RAFMildenhall.Thebandof
theUnitedStatesAirForceinEuropeplayedtheBritish
andAmericanNationalAnthem’s.MrMichaelGreen,
Superintendent,Cambridge American Cemetery then
gaveashortaddress.

TheInvocationwasgivenbyMajorKristinaCoppinger,
100thAirRefuelingWing,RAFMildenhall.

Nextwas Mr.Hugh Duberly,HerMajesty’s Lord-
LieutenantofCambridgeshirewhogaveanexcellent
speech.Heremarkedthathehadbeenrecentlyvisiting
juniorschoolchildreninAlconburyandtheyhaddrawn
picturesoftheQueenandtheJubileeCelebrationsthat
willbetakingplaceovertheweekendofthe2ndthrough
to5thJune.HethenstatedthattheJubileeCelebrations
wouldnotbetakingplacehadtheAmericansServicemen
andwomenhadnotcomeovertotheUnitedKingdomto
helpusbeattyrannyduringWorldWarII.Thatisverytrue.

RearAdmiralMarkC.Montgomery,DeputyDirectorof
Plans,PolicyandStrategy,USEuropeanCommandwas
ournextspeaker.WiththegreatestrespecttotheAdmiral
mayIsaythatitisalwayswisetocheckfactswiththe
Cemeterystaffregardingpersonnelwhoareeitherburied
thereorhavetheirnamesontheWalloftheMissing.Mr
Greenthenenlightenedthecongregationwiththehistory
oftheCemetery.

ThatmomentIalwaysenjoytheRecognitionofthe
Veteransandwaspleasingtoseethemstillcoming,fewin
numbersbutstillthere.

Onmarchedthewreathbearersanditismostimpressive
sightofseeing overone hundred American service
personnelarrivingontotheWalloftheMissing all
carryingwreaths.ThentheMomentofSilence.

SquadronLeader(Ret’d)Ray.Leach,MBE,laidthe
Associationwreath.Raydidmentionhow heavythe

http://www.towermuseumbassingbourn.co.ukor
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tower-Museum-
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wreathwas.Itisquiteheavywhileoneiswaitingforallthe
wreathbearersmarchoff.TheFly-ByTributeswasledby
aLockheedMC-130Hfromthe352ndSpecialOperations
Group,followedbyaBoeingKC-135Rfrom 100thAir
refuelingWing,RAFMildenhall.FourF-15Cfromthe48th
FighterWingRAFLakenheathpreformedtheMissingMan
Formation.

Laterweheardvoicesoverthepublicaddresssystemof
EllinorSallingboe,ChairmanoftheTrustee,theB-17
CharitableTrust,theownersoftheonlyflyableBoeing
B-17 in Europe informing us the due to financial
constraintstheServiceorganiserswereunabletoafforda
Fly-BybytheB-17.SotheTrusteesanditsmembershad
financedtheFly-Bywhichwasgreatlyappreciatedby
thosepresent.

IoughttomentiontheMemorialServiceisnormallyheld
ononeofourBankHolidays,butbecauseoftheJubilee
CelebrationsthiscomingweekendtheBankholidaywas

transferredtotheweekend.Sothisdaywasanormal
workingday,butthatdidnotstoppeoplecomingbecause
Ididnotnoticeanydropinattendance.

IttakesquiteawhiletowalkdowntheWalloftheMissing
andreadingallthefloraltributes,fromthesinglerose,a
bunchofflowers,aphotographofalovedonetothelarge
wreathslaidbymilitaryandciviliandignitaries.

FinallyImustmentionthegentlemanwhoworeared
foragehatwiththewordsembroideredon”Commandant,
London,England.”Aredblazerandblacktrousers.Iwas
unabletoseethefrontofhisoutfitashemoved,butitwas
impressive.

Nowisthisattirenormalpractice,asIhaveneverseen
thisbefore?

Kindregards,

VinceHemmings.

Operation 91st Bomb Group Yearbook

JamesMcAvoy,KIA3Nov43;JamesMcIlwain,POW;StevePerry,completedcombattour;JoeHarlick,Photographer

“ThecharacterslookasiftheywereliftedoutofaNorman
Rockwelllineup.”ThusdidcriticHalHinsonscoffatthe
depictionofyoungAmericanaircrewsinthe1989movie
“Memphis Belle.”

Yet,lookatanyhandfuloftheportraitsfromWorldWarII,
andyouseefineyoungmen,shiningintheirdress
uniforms,ordauntlessintheirbattlegear.

The91stBombGroupMemorialAssociationwouldliketo
collectandpreservetheseportraitsof91stBombGroup
personnelinanon-line“91stBombGroupYearbook.”

Amongthemanyobviousbenefitstoa91stBGYearbook:

1)Such a collection would provide a database for
researchers,nowandinthefuture,andhelptopreserve
andexpandtherecordofthe91st.

2)Thosewhoadoptthegravesofourfallencomrades
couldsearchforphotographsofthemanwhosememory
theyhonor.

3)Itmightbepossibletoidentifymoreofthemeninour
photographcollections.

How to contribute:

Ifyouarewillingtoaddaportraittothe‘Yearbook’
database,contacthistorianJanetLaroccobyemail:fauno-
aventi@usa.net,oranymemberofthe91stBGBoard.If
youcannotscanandsendtheportraitinelectronicformat
(jpegorsimilar),yourhard-copypicturecanbescanned
andreturnedtoyou.Portraitdonationswouldalsobe
welcomeatthe91stBGReunioninSeptember.

Pleasenote:Thephotosremainthepropertyofthe
donors,andwillbeusedonthesitewiththeirgracious
permission.

Let’srollonthisexcitingandvaluableproject!



Page 8 THERaGGEDIRREGULaR July 2012

Twooldfliers–401stco-pilotHaroldJohnsonwithNine-O-Nine duringtheWings
ofFreedomTourStopatBowermanAirportinHoquiam,WA.PhotobyBobKegel.

Wings of Freedom Tour Schedule
7/20-7/23 Minneapolis,MN

AnokaCounty-BlaineAirport
7/23-7/25 LaCrosse,WI

LaCrosseMunicipalAirport
7/25-7/27 Waukegan,IL

WaukeganRegionalAirport
7/27-7/30 Chicago,IL

ChicagoExecutiveAirport
7/30-8/1 Valparaiso,IN

PorterCountyMunicipalAirport
8/1-8/3 TerreHaute,IN

TerreHauteIntlAirport
8/3-8/6 Evansville,IN

EvansvilleRegionalAirport
8/6-8/8 Jeffersonville,IN

ClarkRegionalAirport
8/10-8/13 Jamestown,NY

ChautauquaCounty/JamestownAirport
8/17-8/22 WhitePlains,NY

WestchesterCountyAirport
8/24-8/27 Belmar,NJ

MonmouthExecutiveAirport
8/29-8/31 CapeMay,NJ

CapeMayCountyAirport
8/31-9/3 Farmingdale,NY

RepublicField

First Quarter Donations Top $8,500!
GaryHall 3,000.00
USBankdonationmatch 3,000.00
GayleSHoffman 1,000.00
InMemoryofArmandoandNormaSinibaldo
MildredGuzek 800.00
InMemoryofLt.Col.LloydGuzek324th
RobertJGoon 200.00
CharlesFEgender 100.00
SuneEngelbrektson 100.00
DianeMcCombs 100.00
DonaldRWilson 100.00
MyronCohen 50.60
TomatchWarrenWSchulthiesDonation
LoraineMurphy 25.00
InMemoryofRichardE.Murphy323rd(909)
KennethSSmith 25.00
TomFratz 20.00
GeorgeMKesselring 15.00
OtisWFarwell 10.00
MatthewGMcCabe 10.00
ViolaMitchell 10.00
RichardOPridemore 10.00
SharonHWhite 3.00
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| 91stBombGroupMemorialAssociation-NewOrleansLouisianaReunion11Septto16,2012
|

 RegistrationFee(foreachperson) Adult/Child ______x $35.00 = _______
| Registrationstarts2:00PM11SeptintheHotelLobby.
| (Includes$10giftcertificatefor91stBGMAPXduringreunion(nocashback).
|
|
| Activity: Wednesday12Sept9:00amto1:00pm-OakAlleyPlantationTour,lunchand
| Busincluded.
| Adult/Child ______x $72.00 = _______
|
| Activity: Thursday13Sept9:00amto4:00pm-WorldWar2Museum-bus,admission,
| lunchandmovie,Beyond All Boundaries.
| Adult/Child ______x $46.00 = _______
|
| Senior ______x $40.00 = _______
|
| WWIIVeterans______x $24.00 = _______
|
| Activity: Friday14Sept9:00amto1:00pm-SwampTour-lunchincluded.
|
| Adult/Child ______x $59.50 = _______
|
| Activity: Friday14Sept5:30pmto9:00pm-Dinnercruise:DixielandJazz.
|
| Adult/Child ______x $63.00 = _______
|
| Activity: Saturday15Sept9:00amto11:00am-BusinessMeetingLunch.
|
| MeetingAttendees ______x $20.00 = _______
|
| Activity: Saturday15Sept9:00amto11:00am-FrenchQuarterwalkandcitybustour
| withlunchatBubbaGumpShrimp(forthosenotattendingthebusinessmeeting).
|
| Adult/Child ______x $60.00 = _______
|
| Banquet: Saturday15Sept6:00pmto9:00pm-atHotel.
|
| ChickenBreast Adult/Child ______x $50.00 = _______
|
| FiletMignon Adult/Child ______x $55.00 = _______
|
|
| *****NumberofAttendeesandTotalPaid:#______ $____________
|
|
| SendapplicationtotheTreasurer,Jody Kelly, 3829 Sunset Lane, Oxnard, CA 93035
| Makecheckpayableto:91st BGMA
|
| HotelreservationsattheWyndham Riverfront New Orleans.
| 701ConventionCenterBlvd,NewOrleans,LA70130
| Phone504-524-8200 -Reservationrequestmuststate91stBombGroupReunion
| Therateis$99.00($109.00Fri&Sat)pernight.
| Reservations must be made before 13 August 2012
|
|


|
|
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91st Bomb Group Memorial Association – Year 2012 – Election of Officers

Fullmembersingoodstandingareeligibletovote.Althoughthisappearstobeaformality,it is important that a
vote be cast.The91stBombGroupBylawsstateitisnecessarytohaveatleastfourelectedofficersforthe91st
BGMAtoremainanorganization.Please indicate a positive vote by circling a candidate’s name.Returnby
mailto:Jody Kelly, 3829 Sunset Lane, Oxnard, CA 93035

BallotsmustbereceivedbyAugust31,2012inordertobevalid.

ThereshallbenoofficercandidatenominationsproposedattheGeneralMembershipMeetinginNewOrleans
2012.SendanywriteinNominationsto:Larry Ruth, 2316 Smith Hill Rd, Walworth, NY 14568

PRESIDENT
MickHanou Mickhasahistoryofbeinganairenthusiast,mostlyexhibitedbyhelpingatairshowswith

marshallingaircraftandsecurity.Since1993,hehasorganizedtheannualvisitoftheCollings
Foundation909 tohishometown.GeorgeBirdsongsparkedhisinterestinthe91stBG;hejoined
asanAssociateandbecameaLifeMemberin1997.Since1996hehasannuallyvisitedTower
MuseumBassingbournandhashadagoodrelationshipwiththevariouscurators.Hehashelped
withmyriadtasksatthepastsix91stBGMAreunions,notablyHospitalitySuite,hasbeenaFull
Membersince2003,andservedas2ndand1stVPsince2006.Hedoesthistohonorall91st
veteransforliberatinghisparentsfromHitler-occupiedEuropefor“Ifitwasn’tforyou,Iwouldn’t
behere.”

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
JodyKelly JodywasbornintheBaseHospitalatMcClellanAFBin1952.HerfatherRobert“Bob”Dickson

wasapilotinthe91stBombGroup(H)andsheisanAssociateLifeMemberofthe91stBGMA.
JodyholdsaBSDegreeinBusinessAdministrationandanAADegreeinManagerialAccounting.
Overthepast35years,JodyhasworkedintheaccountingfieldasController,Directorof
Finance,etc.forcompaniesintheSouthernCaliforniaandArizonaarea.In2006shestartedher
ownbusinessChannelIslandsAccountingServices.

Jodyandherdadhaveattendedallreunionsandrallyroundssince2004untilhisdeathin2010.
“Ienjoybeingapartofthecamaraderieandfriendshipthatgoesonatthesemeetings.”In2008,
JodytookovertheSecretary/TreasurerpositionfromAceJohnson.

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
TomFreer TomisthesonofDonaldFreer,322ndSq.PilotofEasy Does It –shotdownDecember5,1944

andsubsequentlyPOWatStalagLuftI,Barth,Germany.HeservedastheNominationChairman
inthe201091stBGMAelectionsandworkedcloselywithEdGatesandJimShepherdonthe
2010DaytonReunionplanning.Tomwishestoassistthelivingveteransofthe91stBombGroup
aswellashonorthosewhohavepassed.

SECRETARY / TREASURER
CurrentlyOpen–Ifyouareinterestedinhelpingoutthe91stBGMAwiththisimportantposition,
pleasecontactLarryRuthattheaddressabove.

HISTORIAN
JanetLarocco Janethasservedasthe91stBGMAHistorianforthepasttwoyears.Herimpassionedinterestin

theEuropeanAirWarhasbeenanassettothegroup.Janet’sconnectiontothe91stisherfather
JamesMcIlwain.James’planewasshotdownandcrashedintotheNorthSeaNovember3,
1944.Hebailedout,wasrescuedbyaGermanboatandbecameaPrisonerofWar.

EDITOR “RAGGED IRREGULAR”
GaryHall Garyisthegrandsonof401stSq.ballturretgunnerEdgarHarrell,whowaskilledinactionApril

8,1945.HeisthecurrenteditoroftheRaggedIrregular.Garyviewsthepositionasawaytohelp
keepthehistoryofthe91stBombGroupaliveandhonorthememoryofhisgrandfather.
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Folded Wings (continued from page 12)

 James P Lutz 401st Age 91
Brandon,FL,February8,2012

Jim servedhiscountryforover23
yearsasapilotintheUnitedStates
AirForce,retiringasaLt.Colonel.He
wasaPOW duringWorldWarIIand
awardedthePurpleHeart.

Heissurvivedbyhiswife,Mona;
daughter,LizaLutz;stepson,William
Thomas Nelson; step-daughter,

CarolynSueNelson;andtwostep-grandchildren.



 Robert R Case 322nd Age 91
HotSpringsVillage,AR,April23,2012

ReportedbyHowardMager
RobertjoinedtheArmyAirForcein1942,servingasa
bombardier.HewasshotdownoverGermanyandheld
asaprisonerofWarfor18monthsatBarth.Hewas
awardedtheAirMedalandPurpleHeart.

Robertwasprecededindeathbyhislovingwifeof54
years,Elizabeth;andsonRobertR.Case(Ridge)Jr.He
is survived by Evelyn,his wife oftwelve years;
daughters;Cathy(RobertRodweller)Case;Elizabeth
Jane Berault; daughter-n-law Barbara Case; six
grandchildren;andthreegreatgrandchildren.



 John B “Bert” Reash 322nd Age 91
Inman,SC,January3,2012

Bertwasoneoftheoriginalcrew
members of Nine-O-Nine. He
completed 35 missions as flight
engineer/topturretgunnerandflew
ononeofthefirstraidstoBerlin.
ReashservedintheArmyCorpfrom
1942 to 1945, received the
Distinguished Flying Cross,12 air
medals and achieved the rank of

SeniorMasterSergeant.

 Robert J Grabowski 322nd Age 88
Ozark,AR,March25,2012

ReportedbyhisnephewRobertMcLain
Robertwasawaistgunneron1/Lt.BasilHackleman’s
crew.TheirfirstelevenmissionswereflownonNine-O-
Nine.Robertwasabletorecognizehisgrandfather’s
hometowninPolandwhilereturningfromamissionto
Posenat18,000feet.

 Joseph Vukovich 322nd Age 85
Medford,OR,August31,2010

JoeservedhiscountryintheArmyAirCorpsasaB-17
pilot.HisplanewasshotdownoveroccupiedFrance
where he wasfound and hidden by the French
undergrounduntilhewasrescuedbyadvancingU.S.
troops.Thisischronicledinthebook,Their Deeds of
Valor.Joe was awarded the Purple Heart,the
distinguishedAirMedalandbelongedtotheAirForces
EscapeandEvasionSociety.

Joeissurvivedbyhiswife,Georgia.

 Wallace J Harpster 322nd Age 88
OrmondBeach,FL,March5,2012

ReportedbyhisdaughterSallyDepra
Wallyservedhiscountryasapilot
aboardtheB-17Madame Shoo-Shoo.
He retired from the Air Force
ReservesattherankofMajor.He
beganhiscareerasastockbrokerwith
Thomson&McKinnononBroadway
Ave.,in Daytona Beach,Florida,
markingtheboards,andretiredasa

VicePresident,afterasuccessful40yearcareer.

Heissurvivedbyhislovingwifeof65years,Joanne;
daughter,Sally(Mel)Depra,andson,DavidHarpster
(LizIncarbone);and2granddaughters.

 Anthony W Theis 323rd Age 96
IdahoFalls,ID,May13,2012

ReportedbyhissonLarry
TonyjoinedtheArmyAirCorpsin
March1942,pilotingbombersover
European.Hecompleted35missions
overGermany,including bombing
Berlin.Afterthewar,Tonywentinto
businesswithhisfatherengineering
and installing commercial
refrigeration.Healsofurtheredhis

passionforflyingbyprovidingprivateinstructionto
studentsaswellasrecreationalflyinginhisLuscombe
and,later,Mooney.

Heissurvivedbyhiswifeof70years,Helen;son,Larry;
daughter,Linda(RobertCaliva);and2grandchildren.
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Folded Wings:
 Francis J Toccalino 324th Age 86

Carmichael,CA,April17,2012
ReportedbyhisdaughterClareFletcher

FranwasaproudveteranofWWII,servingintheArmy
AirCorpintheEuropeanTheatre.

Belovedhusbandof55yearstoMilly.Lovingfatherof
ClareandJoseph.

 George W Parks 324th Age 98
Vallejo,CA,May18,2012

ReportedbyVinceHemmings
GeorgeservedintheNavy,Army
andAirForceforatotalof25years.
HeretiredfromtheAirForcein1957,
andservedasaDeputySherifffor18
years.

George’swifeof57years,Marian,
preceded him in death. He is
survived by his daughter,Marian

Peled;son,Bill(Nora);onegrandson;andfourgreat-
grandchildren.

 Bruce D Pardue 324th Age 89
Carlsbad,NM,June9,2012

ReportedbyhissonLarry
BruceenlistedintheArmyAirForce
in1942,flying35missionsasa
bombardier.He received the Air
MedalwiththreeOakLeafClusters
andtheDistinguishedFlyingCross.
Hislastassignmentwaswiththe
2619thAAFinCarlsbadasaground
schoolinstructorteachingnavigation
andbombingtechniquestoU.S.and

Chinesecadetsandofficers.Hewitnessedtheflashof
thefirstatomicbombtestwhilecommutingtoCarlsbad.

Bruceissurvivedbyhiswifeof69years,Hazel;son,
Jerald(Debby)Pardue;daughter,Kathryn(Marvin)Van
Soest;son,LarryPardue;daughter,Suzanne(Edward)
Boerio;son-in-law,HowardOurs;10grandchildrenand
12great-grandchildren.

Folded Wings continued on page 11

THERaGGEDIRREGULaRispublishedquarterlyinJanuary,April,JulyandOctober.Thepurposeofthenewsletter
istokeepalivetheSpiritofthe91stBombGroup(H)andtomaintainthefellowshipofthosewhofoughttogetherin
WorldWarIIfromAFStation121inBassingbourn,Englandfrom1942-1945.EditorGaryHall
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