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COL "MANNY" J. KLETTE,
RECORD SETTER, DIES

fel  "masny' ) Kiette,  §l1st

DR IMMANUEL J

FEE 12, 1988 IN VA,

Members of the 91st BGMA knew him as

Colonel 'Manny'" Klette, the remarkable CO
of the 324th Bomb Sq from July 30, 1944
until the end of the European War, and a
dedicated Association member.

Lengthy obituaries listing his life-time
achievements identified him as a
"distinguished scientist and advisor.' John
L Frisbee, writing in the May 1986 edition
of AIR FORCE Magazine, said Col Klette’'s
wartime record merited more than the BQQ
odd words in his article. "It deserves a
book," Frisbee said.

Available material on
wartime record indicates that book would
have to be a thick one - and detailed
recording of his other achievements would
fill other thick volumes,

His WWII combat record earned him a
reputation he never scught - "a leader who
displayed exceptional wvalour." He would
have preferred the ''scientist-advisor"
description because he studiously applied
his analytic and leadership talents to the
air war from his initial co-pilot
assignment with the 306th BG till he
concluded his war services as CO of the
91st’s 324th Bomb Sq.

Though he sustained doctor diagnosed
permanent crippling injuries whilemaking a
landing during instrument conditions intoe

“"MANNY'" KLETTE, €9, DIED

Col Klette’s

an English Forest on 23 Sep 1943, Col
Klette refused to go home. While
recuperating he sought and secured an

Continued on Page 6

th Boel S¢ CO (1944 Photo!.

BASSINGBOURN "50th” FESTIVITIES
BECKON 91STERS BACK

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SERVICES 1938

Occupation of Bassingbourn ig being
commemorated in wvarious ways thisz year.
LTC M K Goldschmidt, Commander, has

extended a cordial invitation to all former

lsters to wparticipate. The most fitting
event for a large number of returnees is
Saturday, July 2, 1988, It is listed as
"Open Day'" and will include aircraft and
military displays. A History Booklet,
which will include the 91st wartime years

at Station 121, is being prepared. Other
memorabilia which includes Commemorative
Envelopes, 1is being prepared to celebrate
Bassingbourn’s anniverszary as a military

base,
LTC Goldschmidt also suggests that 91st
BGMA members who plan to attend can

contribute to the success of the affair by
notifying him as soon as possible of their

intent, Those wishing to attend must make
their own travel arrangements, as no 9lst
BGMA tour group ig being arranged,

A Cocktail Party and Military Bands ''Beat
Retreat" is alsoc planned for Friday, June

Continued on Page 3

THE COLONELG LETTER
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Pottazawm, PR OCGeEL

RS 2 Havember |087

}&.r fah,
THank you For your lecter dated 21 OCtooer relating to 1983,

Tou are indesd corrsct o remesber that 1985 L3 the 30th Asniversary of ree
Services’ Dogupation of Basminghousn, We Flan E2 commamorate That significaet
mlieatone Ln varlous waye:

Sunday 27 Maren & Chupenh Servics of Fededitacism after 30 pears ans
& dB¥ since the aesival of the #A7.

Feicay 10 June Cocktall Papty, and Milltary Bands "Sear Renrsgs®,

Saturday 2 July Tpen Cay, including el=craft arg military disslzye.

Thurdday 13 Sereber ¥IF vl3it tooattens rscruita! Passlng Dyt Jseade aos
Ipen neW ascemmedation Bulldings.

The ncet eparcpriate sveaz for largs Aumbers tc atiend would be tha dman Day.
The 27 March Chureh 3ervice ls llkely to be comatraines oy tre seating cacecity
of the Church 12121, Tha 10 June Pacty will bm oy specillc invitatiamg  if any
2f jour pecpie would ilke &n lavizstlon, pissee 1ok me kncw.

Iam alsa naving produced an Histesy 3sowlat feserining tne 50 yeasa wnlca, inter
alia, drawd on tha "uneffizial niszary™ yay sent me with your recent lezier, There
Will ba otrer semorsbilis, Lncluding Commeserative Envelopes.

He would of course e only %00 deilgnred o wslcome the "previcus temanmrcs ef tomir
"second home'® Ln Goldm Jusbles Tear or 1t any clme,  Jusb keep in couch cver
your pland. On current peojeetion, [ snall oe hare thesugnout 1083,

L am copying tnig to David Crow to keep nio Ln tne zlcturs.
Copy tar \';,’»ikn wud

~~
David Crom Bag

,r'}.' "l &-‘:\".LM
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POTPOURRI

ENGLAND

Recent pleased visitors at the Bassingbourn Contral Tower Museus were (L-FI

The HWororable and Mrs Edward Kruser, Corsulor for Consular Afdaire, US
Eabatey, London, and frs bmen Burfiele (4ar righl) who was arcompanied by her
tuc sone fcenter],

THE CONTINUING DEVOTION AND ENTHUSIASTIC

dedication of the 91st BGMA's English
friends 1is heartening. Long ago, in 1963,
General Stanley T Wray dedicated the
cornerstone of the Royston Memorial
Fountain, Fourteen people attended that

small beginning of English contributions to

the preservation of the 91st BG's proud
past. It was possible then to identify
each one and record the progress of their

projects and activities.

Today we are dismayed that there is so
much news from our English friends, along
with other submissions that it all cannot

be immediately printed in the R/I's eight
page format. It is2 hoped the following
will partially atone for our seemingly
neglect of English activities:

VINCE HEMMINGS, WHO HEADS THE EAST ANGLIA
Aviation Society, can correctly be compared
to the Memphis Belle’s defender, Frank
Donecfrio, Hemmings’ efforte saved and
converted the Bassingbourn Control Tower
into a 91st BG Museum. He holds a
responsible posgition in the British
Aerospace Program from which it is
difficult to absent himself during the
week , Weekends, however, find himand his
committee friends unselfishly devoting
hundreds of hour to fund raising activities
to support the "Tower Museum.'" The
contribution o©of one 9lst BGMA member of
mere than 500 duplicated printe pertaining
to the 918t history haz helped raisze funds
for Hemmings’ group. Enlargements of the
photos are sold at local air shows,

Hemmings’ group Lkeeps busy winters on

91st research projects, lecturing, giving
film =showe and planning for the even more
hectic times warm weather brings. Though
all Tower Mugeum visitors are treated ae
VIiPe, the museum’s memorabilia attracte
many from officialdom. Among the recent
ones were Counselor for Consular Affairs

Edward Kreuser and his wife from the US

Embaszy, London.

Confirmation of Hemmings’ group’s dedi-
cation to maintaining and operating Tower
Museum would be redundant. Nevertheleszs,
the pertinency of an R/I pigeon—-holed 10
Sep 87 letter from former TSgt Andrew Suppo
of the 322nd Bomb Sqg and Danville NJ
clamore for inclusion. Suppo wrote that he
and his wife, while touring England in June
1987, contacted Hemmings for a Tower Museum

tour. Since the Suppo’s were leaving the
area wearly the next day, Suppo notes,
Hemmings and three of hie associates on

very short notice opened the museum at 7pm.

"They were especially nice to us
considering the short notice we gave them,"
s4ys Suppo.

Suppo, who completed hi® tour on Capt
Frederick Ellis’ crew, recommends that
Hemmings be given adeguate prior notice of
intentions to wvisgit the museum so that a
more leisurely study and appreciation can
be made of the memorabilia displayed.

Donatione by 91st BGMA members to the
Tower Museum have been ''very generous,"
Hemmings says. But, he suggests donations
be sent in ''dollars'' because English bank
charges are ''enormous." Hemmings lives
with his wife in Letchwerth.

sow

Culzess Castle, & Scot Historical site, seeks $lsb BE (R "hose ArL® photos
for display.

JOHN FLEMING, OF SCOTLAND, WRITES THAT

"The people of the "West’ of Scotland' gave
General Eisenhower three roomg in the
Culzean Maybole Ayrshire Castle in

gratitude for what US Service men did for
the '"Scots'' in WWII. Recently Fleming
added to the exhibits in the ‘'"General
Eisenhower Rooms'! by presenting the

histeoric museum with an 18 x 24 inch photo
of the 91st’s B-17 GENERAL'" IKE.' Michael L
Telbutt, administrator of Culzean Castle, a
Scotch historical site whose patron is Her
Majesty The Queen Mother,

The @Queen Mother, promises display of the
GENERAL "'IKE' photo as well as ''any nose
art photos of the 91lst BG you (Fleming) can

secure.' Those ahkle to assist in this
worthy project gshould write: Mr John
Fleming, 40 Munro Ave, Kilmarnok, Ayrshire,

Scotland KATI:2NT.

DAVID CROW, WHO HEADS THE FRIENDS OF THE
918T, was instrumental in gecuring
permigsion to construct the Prop Memorial
located Just inside the Bassingbourn
Barracke Main Gate, He has now turned his
efforts toward the maintenance of this

Continued on Pags 3
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REQUIRED 1988 CONVENTION
BUSINESS PROCEDURES

THE ELECTION OF 91ST BGMA OFFICERS WILL
be held at the Aug 31-Sep 5 1988 National
Reunion in Chicago., Members wishing to be
candidates or wishing to nominate others

for any office will facilitate the
Business Meeting by ocomplying with the
following:

1. To qualify for any 91zt BGMA office
the candidate must be a Current (1988)
Dues Paid Regular or Life Member
(Associate Members are not eligible for
office), and

2. Candidate names must be sent to the
Chairman of the Nominations/Elections
Committee who will wverify the Nominee’'s

qualifications for the office sought and
willingness to accept the position if
elected by sending him a 91st BGMA
"Nomination for Association Office'" form
(eslewhere 1in this issue) for completion
and verification. Nominations, including
current officers who intend to run for
office again, should reach the
Nominations/Elections Chairman (Les
Walshaw by 25 May 19868,

It is imperative that the Nominations/-
Elections Committee Chairman be notified
of all nominations, proposed changes to
the By-Laws, or any other business
reguiring a membership wvote by 25 May 1988
soc that ABSENTEE BALLOTS, containing the
names of all candidates and other business
requiring a membership vote can be
published with the July 1988 issue of the
Ragged Irregular,

These ABSENTEE BALLOTS may be mailed in
by gqualified members who will not be
present at the Chicago Reunion. ABSENTEE
BALLOTSE must be received by the Election
Committee Chairman Les Walshaw, address -
8245 Waldenwocods Way, Loomis CA 95650, no
later than 10 August 1988,

POTPOURRI

Continued from Page 2

memorial to all who served with the 91st,
He is one of the Administrators of the
Prop Memorial Maintenance Fund which he
originated with the support of Sir
Alexander Reid, and has continued with each
Bassingbourn Barracks Commander. The Fund
is active and held in Lloyds’' Bank, Baldock
Branch and is used to maintain the memorial
and carefully tended shrubbery, garden and
grass plot surrounding it. The care of the

Prop Memorial requires the diligent
dedication which Crow unselfishly gives.
Members of +the 9lst BGMA are urged to

support the Fund and Crow’'s efforts to keep
the memory of their wartime stay at
Bassingbourn alive,

Crow 4is also the contact for the 355 FG
Assn, formerly active in Steeple Morden,
where he and his wife Valerie live,

CORRECTION

IN LISTING THE SEVEN CREW MEMBERS WHO
lost their 1lives in the fall of MAN-O-WAR
and MISS SLIPSTREAM in the Jan B8 issue the

R/1 inadvertently recorded only five. The
other two were Frank W Holman, Radio
Gunner, and William K Oxby, Ball Turret

Gunner of the MAN-O-WAR,
i & -

e

FIVE MONTHS BIFORE THEIR FALL DALE BRANY AND HIS CREW POSED FOR THIS JuLy 44
Fhote wnile trasning at Alexandria &ir Field, LA, MISS SLIPSTREAM, their 322
52 plane, was downed during the 2 Wovesber 944 Herseberg raid. ILts Brant and
Warren Bustafson were killed in action.

Reading L-R standing are: 7TSgl John H Ludwig (Top Turret), TSgt John ¥
Pleuse (Radio Operator), S5gt Jases Willey (Waist bunner}, SSgt Charles R
Hitchrock (Ball TYurret), ESgt 6eorge Brashoff (Tail Bunner), and 5Sgt Jia
Ballantine (Waist Bunner),

Kneeling, L-Rt 1Lt Dale Brant Pilot], 2Lt Cherles R Hackstock {Co-Filet),
In¢ Lt John Bunch Jr  (Bomhardier!, ang ILt Warren Bustafson {Mavigator),

A 55t Smith, flying his TBth mission, substituted for the teaporarily
rezssigned Brasheff on the fateful day, Ballantine was reassigned in the
Etates when cre cosplesenis were reduzed to nine aen, Accounts of #ISE
SLIPETREAR's $all appeared in the Jan 89 R/1.

BASSINGBOURN BECKONS

Continued From Page 1

10, 1988, Association members can be
accommodated at this event, but LTC
Goldschmidt cautions that participation is
by s8pecific invitation only. The invita-
ations are

necessary for proper planning.
To obtain an invitation Contact LTC
Goldschmidt at the address listed below,

Seating restrictions and the nature of
March 27 and October 13, 1988 events
unfortunately will not permit encouraging
attendance beyond that already determined
possible,

However, a big warm welcome from friends
of the 9lst BGMA awaits those who attend
either the 10 June 88, Cocktail Party
activities, or the 2 July 88, 'Open Day"
activities,

If you plan to attend either one or both

of the above listed activities, please
write and notify: LTC M K Goldschmidt,
Depot, The Queen’s Division, Bassingbourn

Barracks, Royston, Herts. SG8 5LX, England,
Tel: Royston 42271, Bassingbourn Military
Extension 230 or 430,

PRESERVE OUR PROUD PAST




Page 4

The Ragged Irregular

April 1988

BOOK REVIEWS

"THE MEMPRHIS BELLE"” BOOK
PRESERVES 91ST HISTORY

THE MEMFHIS BELLE.  KEMND DUERKSEN, Castle Books Inc. PO BOY 17262,
fieeptiz, TN JBIET.  Hardcover - $15.93, Softcover 89.95, plus §i
handling/postage charge required on all orders.

HERE’S THE  BOOK s e
we've been waiting
for, It's a must for

those interested in
91st BG (H) history.
“"THE MEMPHIS BELLE,6"
written by Menno
Duerkson and
published by The
Memphis Belle
Association, became : 2% g
available in A ~—
February, 1988. 30l
Duerksen’s book

details +the exciting
story of the 324th
Bomb Sg’'s world
famous plane,
who flew her, those

who serviced her and many, many others
associated with her during the early days
of 91st history.

The 364 pages of bright, easy to read
print contdin vivid accounts never before
recorded, (The author interviewed all the
surviving original MEMPHIS BELLE crew mem—

those

"HOME AT LAST"

bers as well as others who flew her be-—
tween HNov 42, and May 43. Some 10 pages
of historical photos increase the book’'s
appeal.)

The 364 pages of bright, easy to read
print contain vivid accounts never before
recorded. ( The author interviewed all

the surviving original MEMPHIS BELLE crew
members as well as others who flew her
between Nov 42 and May 43. Some 10 pages
of historical photos increase the book's
appeal.) The Memphis Belle Memorial
Association has arranged special rates for
21st BGMA purchasers of the boock, To
obtain them, identify yourself as a member
of the 91st BGMA when ordering. The hard
cover book iz $15.95; the scft cover
version is £9.95., Add one dollar (81) for
either book ordered to cover postage and
handling costs, Proceeds from all sales
will be used to maintain THE MEMPHIS BELLE
and her new museum home on Mud Island on
the Mississippi River at Memphis, TN.

Orders for books should be sent to: THE
MEMPHIS BELLE MEMORIAL ASSN., ATTN: Frank
Donofric, PO BOX 1942, Memphis, TN 338101,
Allow three weeks for delivery.

DUES DUE! DUES DUE!

ARTISTIC PHOTOS MARK
NEW WARBIRD BOOK

BHOSTS: VIKTABE AIRCRAFT OF WORLD WAE 11,
Photos by PHILIF MAFANAD, Hardbcund - 12 v 101/4*, 120 pages, 73 color and
23 B/¥ photer - %36, Order 4roe: Thosssson-Brent, Ome Werton Drive, Suite
500, Charlottesville, Va 22505,

FROM 1939 TO 1945, THE MAJOR COMBATANTS
OF WORLD WAR Il produced nearly 750,000 of
what we today call Warbirds. Sadly only a
few of these planes still fly.

While aviation 1in general holds great
fascination for the public, what definitely
grabs their attention are +the Warbirds.
These rare aircraft come alive each year
due to the heavy investments owners make in
time, effort and money to keep their mounts
in excellent flying shape,.

These fire-breathing machines have beauty
and grace, with a roaring brute power that
make memories and imaginations socar. They
bring to mind a time when the United States
was unguestionably the richest, most
powerful nation in the world.

These historic airplanes
popular every vyear, and
list of reguirements
committee chairman across the country,
indeed, the world. Warbirds are a sure
draw. And as their popularity increases, sc
does the available literature on them.

Several years ago, it would have been
difficult to find any publications on
aircraft, Now most book =stores carry a
cross-section of current aviation titles,
New to the scene are the artistic picture
books that display the aircraft in their
natural element, the air,. The best of
these is GHOSTS: VINTAGE AIRCRAFT OF WORLD
WAR 1T,

Since

Congiled by JEFFREY ETHELL;

grow more
are high on the
by every airshow

1976 FPhilip Makanana has been
working his way up in the very competitive
world of Warbird photography to the peint
where he has gained the respect of his
peers. As a Warbird photographer myself, I
can attest to the quality and =kill of his
work. He has aptly demonstrated those
abilities here.

His Dbeautiful full color photographe of
recstored bombers, fighters, and trainers
are contrasted by black-and-white wartime
archival photos, often of the same aircraft
tvpe, only viewed across 40 years.
Makanna's images are refresghing, and the
aircraft are photographed from angles that
gshow their 1lines +to good effect, with an
attempt to match colorxr schemes and
landscapes., I tend to get annoyed by books
full of wuninspired photographs taken from
the same tired angle, page after page of
head-on views. This, of course, also tends
to hide the markings and artwork on these
magnificent airplanes, many meticulously
researched for accuracy.

As a writer who is also a pilot, Jeffrey

Continued on Papges S
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Continued from Page 4

Ethell
his

brings a
articles on

knowledgeable insight to
aviation. He regularly
flies current military aircraft like the
F-15, F-16, and F/A-18, Also gualified in
Warbirds, Ethell flies the P-51, F4U, B-17,
and B-25, among others. With vast contacts
through his work as a historian and writer,
he has given the book a special flavor by
providing recollections and anecdotes by
some of the war’'s participants,

The foreword is written by Chuck Yeager.
The famed test pilot recalls some inter-—
resting things about his experiences during
the Second World War, where he became an
Ace. He was later to become the first man
to fly faster than the speed of sound.

Further information on each aircraft can
be found in the reference section at the
back of the book, It contains brief
descriptions, flight specification, and
there-view drawings, Complaints? One
would have to look hard to find any.
However, it would have been nice to
identify the wpilots in each photo. After
all, they are the ones who truly make this
book possible.

That aside, this is the best book of its
type on the market, So make gure there is
room for this marvelous book on your coffee
table., It is delightful.

—ROBERT & DeGROAT

323RD’'S BIRDSONG'S BOOK,
"DELTA REBEL," DUE SOON

ASSOCIATION MEMBER GEORGE P BIRDSONG, COL
USAF (Ret), former pilot of the DELTA
REBEL, and author of numercus newspaper and
magazine military articles, is presently
revising portions of his book. Encompassing
the 1942-43 period, his book begins with
the formation of +the DELTA REBEL’s crew.
Among those supplying personal data and
anecdotes are Gene Remmell, Harry
(Kulchesky) Kool, Ernie Miller, Steve
Perri, B Z Byrd, and the widows of former
crew members Maggie Abb and Lois Petersen,

Space permitting, the R/I plans to
publish the sample chapter Col Birdsong has
released for perusal by 91st BGMA members.
For now, a few paragraphs of that chapter

dealing with an early Bremen mission
follow:

"The paint Jjobs on the 190’s and 109’s
were becoming quite artistic, as the
mottled green-grey camouflage that had been
standard before, was being replaced with
pure pastel blues and greens with varied
colored trim, One of the Jerry fighters
was snow white, with brilliant red trim on
the wing tips and tail. Others wore a
silver-metallic, blue coat which sould be
seen from a great distance when the angle
with the sun was right. The enemy

interceptors always reminded me of tropical
fish in a «c¢lear aguarium, nosing upward
when surface fed,'"

"I glanced to the low squadron to gee if
they had also dropped, but was horrified by

seeing all gix B-175 going down, like
crippled geese! Several batteries must
have had them zerced in, and the entire
squadron (401st) was shot out of the sky!

Sixty airmen! All in a matter of seconds!'
Like the recently releazed book, "The
MEMPHIS BELLE,'"' Birdsong’s book will be a
must for all who remember, wigh to refresh
or seek to know the 91st’s "Proud Past."
Between final revisions of this book and
publisher negotiations, Birdsong has
completed several chapters of another book
on his experiences while flying fighter/-
bombers during the Vietnam conflict,

w1
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il
TO A FALLEN FRIEND X

e

i

The Lord looked down and saw you fall,
No longer will you answer the flight line
call,

Nor hear the Flying Fortressz engines roar,
Or see the blood and hate of war.

You ventured forth on a noble gquest
To challenge the Luftwaffe’s far-famed
best,

The sky was filled with bursting flak
Followed by a Messerschmitt attack,

They came zpurting fire out of the surn,
You were their target, your life was done.

War with its glory, war with its shame,
Wrote you last chapter in smoke and flame,

You flew the mission without regret,
A migsion most mortal men will soon forget.

But rest in peace, you will get your due,
In eternal skies that are always blue,

Ygs, await the call from God, again to fly
¥With an Angel Squadron in the Heavenly Sky.

1Lt RICHART T PRESSEY, PILOT
401st SQURDRON, 91st BGIHI
BRECINEFOURK, EWELAND

BAY 1944

The above poer was written by forssr 401st pilot Richarg T Pressey of Lake
Cewzga, 0F mho recently selvaged it froe "frageented’ war records. Sutseguent
correspondence with the R/] revesled his *Faller Friend® was Thornton Tilton,
alsc of the 4Clst. Sosz six sonthe after writing his poew Pressey heard
Tilten, whe died & fer yeers ag3, hat survived the battle and was taken
prisener. Prestey believes Tiltor wes lest on @ 27 Apr 44 Cherbourg raxd,
Later, Pressey, while flying a spare plane on 27 Hay 44 to Ludwigshaven,
received the attention of the Luffwzfde, *Be lpst pur twp portoengines,® he
saye, "and were lucky toosake a forced lardirg just over the Swiss border.®
Pressey’s regular plane wes ROUKD TRIF TOPSY.
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COL KLETTE
Continued from Page 1
assignment to Operations

Section at the

USSTAF where he obtained more information
on enemy capabilities, tactics, and
equipment. As soon as he regained full use

of his legs he requested and was reinstated
to flying =status after the invasion of
France. The 8th AF High Command would not

permit him to expose himself to possible
capture soconer because he Lknew too much
about the invasion plans,

In July 44, Col Henry Terry, 91st
Commander, welcomed Klette to his
Bassingbourn based command. Klette, with

2B missions behind him and 'probably the
most knowledgeable combat pilot in the
whole Bth AF," resumed his combat career as
CO of the 324th Bomb Sqg.

Az the 324th CO, he flew every miseion he
could, particularly thoze targets where the
potential dangers were great. His
continuing determination to do the job with

minimum losses was apparent. Members of
the 9lst noted he studied intelligencse
reports and briefing data longer and more

thoroughly than any other pilot on the

base, He varied routes to avoid suspected
flak traps. He developed a procedure for
evading radar-controlled barrages by

counting seven seconds after bomb release
and then turning slowly left or right into
a very steep bank. Those and other tactice
produced one of the 10 Klette '"records'
most pleasing to him - the least losmses in
hig group while leading a group, division,
task force, or the entire 8th AF. (During
37 leads only two aircraft were lost in his
group.)

For Group Commander Col Terry, however,
Klette posed a problem, Terry felt that
Klette flew so much that he (Klette) wasn’t
paying enough attention to administration
or etaff meetings. In an article from an
unidentified =source, Terry is gquoted as
saying, "I asked him to stay on the ground
more but he =still continued to go., I got
my dander up and ordered him only to go
when his turn to lead came up. He =still
went . What the hell are you going to do
with a man 1like that? Held give me that
ready smile and all I could do was chew him

-

f caold rain added to the scleenity of ol “Hanmy' 1 Kietie's full militery
burizl service al the Arlington Katienal fesetery, Arliington VA on i% feb BE.
In the left pheto UBAF persornel prepare to carry the casket to the grave
gite, (Plastic protects the flag froe the ratn.)  The center pheto shows the
USEF  Honor fGuard which horored Col Klette. A& portion of the ist BBWAers

out and let him go,

At the end of the war, Klette, with a
record total of 91 combat migegions, was the
last 9lst pilot to leave Bassingbourn. He
commanded the air echelon wuntil it was
disbanded at Drew Field., At that time he
is remembered as a "'serioue, cheerful 27

year-old" who "“it was hard to believe was
someone extraordinary," He displayed no
bravade nor had he sought to get records -

but his intangible desire to help get the
job done had precluded delegating
personally perceived obligations to others.
His academic background included a degree
in economics and an honorary Docteor-of-Laws
degree from Gettysburg College and a
Doctorate in International Relations from
Georgetown University. He also graduated

from the Air War College with the 1958
class and the National War College 1962
class,

Space does not permit the listing of the
varied important poste he filled in later
years, A few, however, are: Director of
Plans for the US Military Command, Latin
America in 1964; Chief of Policy for the
NATO activity in Southern Europe in 1954;

NATO Advisor to the Turkey General Staff
and an economigt responsgible for the
reestablishment of war ravaged industries
in Europe and Asia,

Klette’'s positions required extenszive
travels and lecturing tc 85 countries, He
authored numerous articles and the book
"From Atlantic to Pacific: A New Interocean
Canal.,"

In 1985 his war record made news again.
The 50th Anniversary of the first flight of
the B-17 Flying Fortress was celebrated by
the Boeing Aircraft Company. Included in
the 150,000 people in attendance were
12,000 WWII combat aircrew and support
personnel, Col Klette was singled out by
Boeing officials from that vast audience
for having flown more bombing missions as a

B-17 pilot than any one else. A planned,
new Boeing Museum will display for
posterity a plague commemorating the ten
WWII Combat Records set by Klette,

Such records deserve permanent recording.
It is hoped, however, his selfless devotion

Continued aon Page 7

the ceresonies asseesled for fﬁé }ijﬁt;. ﬁ

attenting f
{foreground! arer Fres Paui Chryst, Frank Donofrip, of the Reaphis Belle

E 1000 6

Hegorial Assr, and Joe Caselleri.
Ferry, ang Johr 'Lorg Jokhr' Parsons.

In the rear are: Sec Whit Hill, Elser

-
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to supporting the 9lst BGMA will also
EUrvive. Those who attended the 1986
Tampa, FL Reunion will forever remember his
impaesioned plea for unity.

Also the existence of numerous articles in
the R/I files pertaining to him are
indisputable testimony to his humility. He
never pressed for their publication -
preferring they be held and used whenever
‘"space permitted."

the fullness of his life
tec a guestion preszentsd by
Evers, Association VP and
during a telephone conversation
before Klette died, as to
needed anything. "I have
more than I need,' 'Manny"

Indicative of

was his reply
Hiliary '"'Bud "
Historian,
a few days
whether he
everything -
replied.

Col Klette’'s survivors include two sons,
John ., and Charles E Klette; two
step-children Rosa L Richards and Jesse B
Unger; a brother, Vernon Klette and five

grandchildren.

He was buried with full military honors
in the Arlington National Cemetery,
Arlington YA on 19 Feb 1988,

COL KLETTE'S RECORDS

1, Most heavy bombardment missions by a
pilot in the European Theatre Of Operations
(ETO) - 91,

2, Most heavy bombardment miesions
worldwide by a pilot of a B-17 - 91,

3. Most heavy bombardment missions by a
pilot flying as formation leader in the ETO
= BE

4. Most heavy bombardment combat hours
by a pilot in the ETO - 68% hours and 25
minutes.

5., Most heavy bombardment combat hours
by a pilot flying as formation leader in
the ETO - 572 hours and 25 minutes,

&. First heavy bombardment pilot in the
ETO to fly more than 25 missions.

7. First heavy bombardment pilot in the

ETO to return from a combat mission and

land on one engine (three were feathered)

and one tire (one tire was flat).
8. First B-17 pilot in the ETO to pull

out of a spin over enemy territory and
return safely to home base,

9, First heavy bombardment pilot in the
ETO to crash land a B-17 on instruments at
night in a forest and the entire nine-man
crew survived,

1. Least losses in his group while
leading a group, division, tasks force, or
the entire 8th AF - 37 leads, two aircraft

lost in his group.

Folded Wings

® BEANBLOSSOM, KEITH, 323rd, formerly of
Jeffersonville, IN; May 1976. Reported by
his wife, Rosemary, who writes he completed
2 30 mission tour with Bill Reynolds and
Fred Parkins of MERRY WIDOW's crew. He
flew two additional missions to allow his
original crew to finish together.

¢ BOSSERT, HARLYN L, 40l1st, 4646 S 76th St
#206 Greenfield WI 53220. Reported by the
U S Postal Service.

e BRINEGAR, JESS L, 324th, 628 5 Magnolia,
Brea, CA 92621; Jan 31, 1988, Reported by
his wife, Gene, and friend Bruce Bowles,
323rd NINE-O-NINE pilot.

e CORNELL, DONALD, 322nd, Cambridge MN;
July 1%, 1987. Reported by his scn John,
who writes that because of his father’'s
short stature he volunteered to fly Ball

Turret position during his tour with ACK
ACK ANNIE’s crew during the summer of
1944,

¢ DONOYAN, MICHAEL F, 401st, 8743 Binney
Dr, Warren, MI 48093-1620; Sep 1986,
Reported by his daughter, Mary Ellen
McCaffrey.

¢ DORN, PHILLIP R, 40l1st, 1600 Mountain Gap
Circle, Birmingham, AL 35226; Mar 12, 1987.
Reported by Association member Mathias G

Pettera,

eDRELLA, URBAN M, 322nd, Rt 1, Box 108,
Seymour, WI 54165; Jan 1, 1988. Reported
by his wife, Marcella, and Life Member

Charles T Bell, who recalls Urban as a MSGT

Crew chief who serviced his B-17
SUPERSTITICUS ALOYSIOUS.
¢ GIBBON, SAMUEL Y, 324th, 641 Roundiree

Dr, Longboat
Reported by
Penny Stith.

Key, FL 335%48; June 8, 1987,
his wife through a friend,

¢ KLETTE, IMMANUEL J, Cel USAF (Ret),
3Z24th, Rt 2, Box 302, Lovettsville, VA
22?80; Feb 12, 1988, Reported by family
friend Mr Garry Hooper,

® RUSSELL, JOHN, 323rd, 5 Oak Knoll Rd
Red Oak, IA 51566; Feb 1, 1988. Reported

by his wife Helen,

REUNION - AIRSHOW
Continued from Page g

Trainer Association,

. etc will participate
in a trainer

Fly-in and competition.

The week of 15 August will have flying and
static displays as well as a "Fly Market ."
Over 70 World War Il vintage aircraft will
be featured, including a gathering of all
available flying B-17s, and poegsibly the
only flying Lancaster Bomber outside of
England,

For
National
Geneso, NY

further information
Warplane Museum,
14454, or

write the
PO Box 159,
call 716 243-06%0.
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MCDUFFEE'S "SHOO SHOQ BABY” NEWEST LIFE MEMBERS
NEARS FLIGHT TESTING

RICHARD W ANDERSON, Arcadia, CA
WILLIAM J AUTH, LTC USAF (Ret) <{itrus Hts,
CA
KERMIT M BURMAN, MAJ USAF (Ret) Ojai, CA
CHARLES C CARTER, Ft Worth, TX
VIOLET M DAVIS, RAustin, TX
VINCENT A FONKE COL USAF (Ret),
Fayetteville, NC
RICHARD H HAMILTON, W Brattleboro, VT
RALPH HANCOCK, Hucknall, Nottingham, Eng
ARNOLD C HUGHES , Coon Rapids, MN
LEO L "POP" LYONS, Trenton, NJ
CHARLES R PECK, Austin, TX
G LESTER B SNOOK, Tewksbury, MA

: ' : : _ _ JOE C TRAYLOR JR, Houston, TX
LODKIN® BOOr! ¢ The recult of dedicated and professional restoration wark is FRANK I VARVA, Myrtle Beach, SC

readily discernible ir thic latest phote of ancther fasous Sist B-17 - SHOO EMILFE VINCENT Lafayette, LA
SHED BAEY. ' '

It ods reported that the plare draws 10,000 vigiters anruzlly to the Déver
KE, DE.  In the bachground i3 one of todey's carge aircraft, a C-141. KEARNEY AAF BASE REUNION:
AIR RESERVE TECHNICIANS AT THE DOVER AFB  GENESO, NY AIRSHOW SET

report exciting progress regarding the ten _ . ,
year restoration of another famous 91st ATTENTION!!! A REUNION WILL BE HELD ON

plane; the 401st’s SHOO SHOO BABY. JUNE 3, 4 and 5, 1988 for everyone who was

tationed at or rocessed through the
She has been moved out of her hanger and = P s
positioned for ingtallation of her KEARNEY’ NEBRASKA ~ ARMY AIR BASE‘durlng o
plexiglass nose, engines and props. After iiiine)aftiirbaiiII'R ;nteresgggz C;nta;t
. ; i : ; eunion, z ve A,
assembly completion, flight-line testing Kearney, NB 68847. Tel: 308 235-5803

will precede flight tests. The tentative
goal is to have her participate in an THE NATIONAL WARPLANE MUSEUM IS PLANNING
Augusgt 1988 Glen Miller Celebration at for the annual '1941 Airshow' during the
Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton Ohio. Eventual weekend of 12, 13, and 14 August 1988,
plans call for her being housed in the Air Aircraft from the Stearman Association,
Force Museum at wright—pattergon. Ryan Club, Fairchild Clle, North American
In November 1987 the Delaware VA Medical Continued on Page 7

and Regional Office sponsored a tour and
luncheon at the Dover AFB for '"forgotten e ATTENTION! SR S

veterans'' - women who served in the Armed

forces during  WWII. Among the 60 1988 CONVENTION
attending were former Womens Air Force FOUR PAGE INSERT
Service Pilots Scotty Gouth and Ethel INSIDE!

Finley, both of Delaware. It is certain
they were impressed by the appearance of
that other '"lady veteran'' - SHOO SHOO BABY.  # @@ disd sy

R T R
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