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COL "MANNY" J. KLETTE.

Cil '[it!' J ll€tt!, 9l,t l.ilii ]lltlr 8orl,5c !0 ll%1 Photoi,

DR I},IXANUEL J ''T,IANNY" KLETTE, 59, DIED
FEB 12, 19A8 IN VA.
lreFber. of the 91st BGI,IA knev hin aE

Colonet I I,{anny" Kl.tte, th€ r€markabte CO
of the 324th Aon$ sq fron July 30, 1944
until the end of the 8ulopaan lta!, rnd a
dedicat 6d Association nen$er.

Lenethy obituaries listing hi. Iif6-tin€
echievement s identif.ied hih.s a
"di Bt ingui 6hed scientist and advisor.,,John
L Flisbe€, ,.itine in the May 1986 €dition
of AIR FORCE l,lagazine, said Col. Ktette,r
vartin€ record herited nore than the 800
odd vords in his .rticle. ,,It deserwes I
book,r'F!isbee said,

Awai labI e nate!ial col Klett€,s
vartitne record indicates lhat book voulat
have to be a thick one - and detailed
reco.ding of hi. oth€r achieven.nts would
fill other lhick vol.wes,

Hi6 tl}1lI 6ombat !€cord 6arn.d hih r
repulation he neyer soug.ht - ,a teader who
displayed exceptiohal yalour.,, He eould
hawe p!eferred th€ |sc !ent i st-.dwi! or,'
descript i on becaus€ he studiously.ppli.d
hj.s analylj.c and 1€adership !rlents to the
ai! fron his initial co-pitot
assignhent ,,ith the 3061h BG rilt h€concluded hi! ear serwic€s as Co of th€
91sl's 324th SonD Sq,

?hough he sustained doct or diaenosedpernEn€nt cripplins inju!ies vhite naklng a
landing during instrMent conditionr into
Bh Enoli6h For€Et on 23 S€p j943, Col
Kl€tte refus€d to so home. VhiIe
reeuperating he soush! and eecured an

Cont inued on Pag€ 6

BASSINGBOURN "s0th" FESTIVITI ES
BECKON 9.1STERS BACK

THE 5OTH ANNIVRSARY OF THE SEiVICES 193SOccupation of BasEingbourn is being
coMehotated in va!ious vay. this y.ar.

LTc 1,1 r cotdschhidr, i.*a.a"i, La"ext.nded a coldial inwit.tion to rtt fo.n6r9lElers to perticiprle. The nosr fitting€went for r 1ar9€ nur$€! of r€tu!n..s i;Saturday, JuIy 2, 1988. Tl i. tilt€d as
"Open Day ' .!d !{ill ibclude ai.lclaft andhilitary disptrys. A Hi!tory Booktet,qhich eilI include the 91st eartim6 yu.r;
at Statioh 121, is being prepared, Other
nehorabi 1ia vhich includes CoM.ftotatiw.
Envelopes , is being prep.r.d to celebrat€
BaBsingbourh's anniv.rra!y .. a niti!aly

LTC GoldEchhidt also susse6tE that 91stEGMA h€nbers Eho plan ro att.nd c.ncontribute to the !uccess of the affair bynolifying hin.s Boon es po!.ible of thei;ihtent, Those rishing r.o att.nd husr nrkether! ovn travel a!rangem€nts. as no 91stBGI1A tou! 9!oup i. beins alranged.
A CockLair Party and Military-Band. iB€at

Petreat' is .Iso planned for F!iday. Jun.
Continusd on page 3
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POTPO U RR I

R*€ii tlred n!rior5 rt 1,r! Srrtigl ri loitrol IoNr istur rPr {L'ir
lh! Hoi rtlE n.i rr! tdiri rr!!n, C!is!l ic Cord tllrrrr, LJ5

t.!.*), L6doi, rdir!6rn tu'ljpl. 11..rrgtt) rt0 !r4orp r;d!th

lHE CONTINUING DEVOTION AND ENTHUSIASTIC
dedication of the 91Bt AGHA's EnsliEh
frj.ends is hearlening. Long ago, in 1963,
G€neral Stanley T vrat dedicated the
cornerEtone of the RoyBlon t'lehoriat
fountain. Ioult€€n p6op1€ attended that
snall l,eginning of EngliEh conlributions to
the preEerw.tion of the 91Bt BG's ploud
past. It was po66ible then to id€ntify
€ach one and record the prog.e.s of thei!
proj ect E and actiwitieF.

Today ee ate ditnayed that th6!€ i5 30
Ruch n6vs froh our En91i3h friend!, e1on9
vith othe! su-bhi6sion. that it all cannot
b€ imedialelt plinled in the R/I'3 eight
pag€ forRat. It is boped the folloeing
vi!l partirlty Btone for our Ee€'ning]y
neslect of English actiwitieB !

VINCE HB{}IINGS, VHO HEADS THE EAST ANGLIA
Aviation Soci6ty, crn corr.ctly be coRP.red
to the Mehphis B€I1e'! defender, Frank

Confi!n.tioD of H.rnningi' s!oup'. d.di-
calion to mintainins rnd operrting Tover
t'lus€s eould be r.dundrnt . Newcrth.l.rs,
!h6 pertinency of .n R,/I pig€on-hol€al 10
S6p 87 lett.r floh forner TSgt Andrev Suppo
of the 322nd Bonb Sq .!'d Danwj.It. NJ
clrhors for inclulion. Suppo vrote thlt h.
and his vtfe, vhile touring Engl.nd in Jqn€
1987, contacted HeMings fo! a Tow.r fiut.a
lour. Since lh€ Suppo'E eere l€awing th6
area ea!ly the next day, Suppo not€s ,
Heminqs aDd three of hi. associal6s on
very .hort notice op6ned th€ hu3€6 rt ?pn.
"Ih€y esp.c !.11y nic€ to

considerins ths !hort noti.ca v€ gav€ th.h,r'

Suppo, vho conpl€t.d hi! tour on Crpt
F!ederick El1is' cr€w, r€conn.nds that
HeMings b€ eiwen rdequate p!ior notic. of
int.ntions to visit Lh€ mus.h Eo that .
ho!e leisu!.ly stLrdy .nd appr€ciation can
be made of the nenorrlitia diBplly€d.

Donations by 91st BGI'IA ln€Inb€ri to the
Tov€r UUE€u haw€ b6€n "yery g€!€rou!,"
HeMingB Bay6. But, he 6u99est. dorationg
be s€nt in "doll.rs" b€c.u3e Ereli.h bank
charges ar. H€ming. livet
vith his vife in Lotcheorlh.

Herdninqs' effolts saved lnd
conv€rted the Bassingbourn Control ToeGr
into a 91Et aG }1u6eu. He hold. a
r6spoD.ible Posilion in the Brttish
Aerospac€ Proglen froF which it is
dj.ffieult to .bs€nt hih6elf durins the
rre€L. V€ekc.d!, hovever, find hlmand his
connittee fri ends un6€lfishly devoting
hundreds of hour to fund raitins rcttvitie.
to support th€ "To\rer t4useun." Th.
contributioD of one 91il BGI'IA hcn$€. of
hora than 500 duplicat€d Prin!! Perlaining
to the 91!t hi'tory ha. helP€d rai'e fundt
for He,nmings' grouP, Enl.rs€henls of tho
photos lold at toc.l rir thowB

H€ntrings' group k.eP! bu.v eintcrr on
91tt rrirrrch proj.ct., l.cturtns, givin9
film thoer rnd Plrnnins fo! thc .v.r mor.
h.ctic tim.s varn v..ther brinsr. Thoush
.l] Tower hurcm wirttorg rr€ trGrted rr
VIP., the mu..u'r tn.horrbilt. rttr.ctt
ln..ny f!o'n offi cirl don. Anong the r'c6nt
on.-' *"re coun.elor for con'ula! Affrirr
Edeard Kr€us€r rnd hi' eif. from th€ US

Ehba!!y, London.

l!lrr!: cr!!l!, A S.ot tutidr!rl ttt!, ft!le tlrl g5 iXr 'ls! kL lhol03

JOHN FLN4ING, OF SCOTLAND, hRITES THAT
"The people of the 'V€st' of Scotlend" gave
General Ei6enho*er th!6e roohs in the
Culzean Iaybole Ay!shire Ca.tle ih
sratitude fo! that US Service nen did for
the 'Scot6 ' in wHII. RecenlLy Flening
added to !he exhibits i. the "Genela1
Eisenho"€r Roohs" by Presentihg the
hi6toric huses vith a! 18 x 24 inch Photo
of the 9tst'E B-17 GENtrAL ' IKE." ichael L
Telbull, adninistrator of Culzean CastIe, a
Scotch hi6!0rical site vhose patlon is Her
l'1a j esty The Queen Moth€r,
The Queen Hoth€r, proniEes display of the

GENRAT "IKE' photo as weJ.l as'rny rose
art pholos of lhe 91st BG you (Fleming) can
secure.' Those able to a6BiBt in this
eorthy 

".oj€ct 
should srite: Hr John

FIehing, 40 Hunro Ave, Kilnarnok, AyrBhir€,
Scot land KAI:2NT.

DAVID CROII, \{HO ITEADS THI FRIENDS OF THE
9t ST, ihstrsent.l in R€cu!ih9
peUoil8ion to conetruct th€ Prop M6mori.l
located jue! inside th€ BaB.ingbourn
BarreckE l.lain Gate- He ha8 nov turn.d hi!
efforts toeard tb€ naint.€nance of this

cont lnu6d on Pag€ 3
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REQUIRED 1988 CONVENTION
BUSINESS PROCEDURES

THE ELECTION OF 91ST BGI''IA OFFICERS \{ILL
be held at the Aus 31-sep 5 1988 Nationet
Reuniob 1n Chicaso, Merlbe!E virhing to be
candidates or eiEhing to nomina!. oth.rs
fo! .ny office ri11 facilit.te the
Bu6inesE tleeting by conplying eith the
fo1l ovin9:

1, To qualify for any 91st BG]'1A office
the candidate hust be a Cu!!ent (1988)
Du€s Paid Regutar Life mentbcr
(Associate llemb€rs are not 6tieibl€ fo!

2. Candidate naneB nust be 6€nt to the
Chairhan of the Nominat i ons,/E1ect ionr
coMittee vho vi11 werify the Noninee'6
qualifications fo! the office soueht and
villingres. to accept the position if
ele.ted by sendihg hin a 91sl BGXAI'Nofrination for Association Offic€" forn(eslewher€ in !his i6sue) for cohpl€tion
and veri ficat i oa. Nominations, includins
current officers vho intend to run for
office asai!, should !each lhe
Nomi nar i ons/El ect r ons chd i t han (les
l'?alshav by 25 r,lay 1988.

It i.s ifrperatiwe that the Noninatiohs/-
Elections coMittee Chairnan be hotified
of aIl boninations, p!opoeed changes to
the By-Iass, any othcr businesE
requirinq a henibership wote by 25 Mat 1988
s6 thal ABSENTEE,BA&LOTS, cohtaining lhe
nanes of all candidates and other business
lequiring: a menbelEhip vote can b.published with the July 1988 issue of the
Rassed Irregular.

The6e ABSENTEE BALLOTS nay be nailed in
by qualifled members eho vi11 not be
Present at the chicaso Reunion. ABSENTEE
BALLoTS must be r€ceived by the El€ctio'
Committee Chairhan L6s Valshav, address -8245 valdenpoods llay, Loomis CA 95550, no
later than 10 August 1988.

POTPOU R R I

Continued fron Page e
n'€ho!ia] to all who B€rw€d sith th€ 91st,
He is one of th€ Adninistr.tori of th.

Prop l{€norial l,laint.nahc. Fuhd which h.
orisinat6d vith tha rupport of Sir
At€xand€! R.id, rhd bar continu6d eith .rch
BasBingbourn Barlacks CoMander. Th. Fund
i! .ctiv€ ahd h61d in Lloyd.' Bank, Baldock
Branch and is uE€d to naintrin lh6 hehorirl
.nd carefully t€nd6d shrulbery, 9alden and
9res3 plot .urrounding it. The car€ of th.
Prop Henorial require. the dltie.nt
ded.ication vhich Crov unselfishly 9iw.s.
HeFberB of the 91rt BGtlA are ur96d to
supFort the Fund and Crow'E efforts to keep
the n€nory of their eartine st.y rl
Ba6sinsbourn.Iiv€.

Crow is also the contact for the 355 Fc
AEEn, formerly activ€ in Steept€ tlorden,
vhere h€ and his Pife Val.lie liw€.

CORRECTION
IN LISTING THE SEVEN CRE:V IlE BERS T/HO

lost their lives in th6 fatl of HAN O-VAR
and I1ISS SLIPSTREAI{ in the Jan 88 issue the
R/l inadvertently recorded only fiwe. The
other tvo Fraok t/ Hothan, Radio
Gunn€r, and Williah K Oxby, BatI Tu!!€t
Gurne! of the MAN-O-VAR.

ll9l to,irrs Blroit IH i rall DAtl litNJ {N[ NIs [R!{ p0sr0 rol INI! JlJtr lr
PIr!t0 .irl.l.I [! rr rlrrsdr,r Arr tj.rd, !r, it5! !utSIi!An, ihrjr l?2
5i rlrr, rI !0.r0 !!r'! t'r 2 t0,..!. lStl t.,rropt r !. t.tr l,rn b!rrni 6rrtrlroi r. rrtl.d ri rr'dn

-.DdJ.1q 
.+ llsdr-9 rp: rsc Jo'. r,e'! rroD rr,,rIi -!9, Jol. IPlej* rcro'0 oDr.rrt. lji( JrF! L r. rh.rr 6r.e-,. lstr hlL! i_.r rcr Brr L d , !kr hrqe 5,rro'r ,r t6n!, ,I! SSgt JrlirllxlrN lllit 6smrr.

- 
(@1ii!, L-ir llt hj! lrrii lprloir, ?rr tf.rl!! R h*tsrolr {!rtrtotl,

2i1 !i Jori !!mr .lr (tol5rrdi..r! ri ILt t rei Eultilror lrrlqriorl,
A Ssqr 51th, ltyrD9 aDr t8ri r'$ioi, ilblrrtlhd tor th{ rp.podrillrpi$i! rl ! nirrl o rk rrr.lrt !.,, !.t.r-r[! r!! re*h!1tu rr lt!

SllPllRtA|s {ilt.!par!d ii ihe Jrr 8! R/t,

10, 1988. Ass oc iat ion n€nbers can be

BASSINGBOURN BECKONS
Continued from pase 1

accoModated rt this ew€nt, but LTcGoldschhidt caution6 that particip.tion isDy. 3p€cltic invit!tion onty. The j.nvit!_
h6c eB.ary fo! proper pI.nnih9.

invi tat i oh Conr.ct LTCGoldschnidt al the address list€d belov.
S.ating r.!trictioni r'd th. n.tur. ofM.rch 2? rnd Oclob.r 13, 19OO.v.nt.

unfor tun.tely eill not p.!hit .ncou!r9in9
..tt.ndanc. b€yond thrt atrordy detorminei

How€wcr, . bis earn w6lcorne flon fri€.dsof th€ 91st BG|,IA rvaits those r.ho rtt€nd.ith€! th€ 10 Juns 88, Cocktrit party
""!i"fli.", or the 2 July 88, ',open Dayi'

If you pLan to att€nd €ithcr on. or bothof the rbove 1i6t!d activiti€., plea!-
vrite .nd notify: LTC tl K Goldschnidt ,Depor, The Que6h B Diwision. B.rsingbourn
Ba!r.cks, Royston, He!ts, SG8 5LX, EnsI.nd.
Tel : Foyston 422"1, Ba.singboutn l,tiiitary
Ext enr i oh 230 or q30-

PRESERVE OUB PFOUD PAST
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BOOK REVIEWS

"THE MEMPHIS BELLE" BOOK
PRESERVES 91ST HISTORY

THt Iltll+ls l!l!!, l!!r{Ni ou!tis!'i, Crnk !crr5 lr, P! l0r
i pli!, Ili lel97, li.droEr - llt,95, Soltc s 19,95,

iridlii!/!s+rqi (her9r req!irsd all orisr,

ARTISTIC PHOTOS MARK
NEW WARBIRD BOOK \-

l11b?, 5N0915: Vlllt6t AIFIiAiI 0r loP:l lAr ll. Co4il.l by Jllmtr fl8tl!!
!lu! il Ph.io3 br PHllil ilrA, r, $i.dlos! - U r 101/l', l?i tae!!. 7l iol rii

2l lIr !rcic: - lll, o.dtr 1rM: iborasi-6riiir otr hortm 0nw, Slrt!

HERE'S THE BOOK
been vaitins

for. It's a hust for
thoE€ interest€d in
91st BG (H) history.,'THE I'IEI,]PHI S BELLE,'
qritt €n by Mebno

publ i shed by The
tlemphi s Belle
AsEociation, becahe
avai labl e in
leb!ualy, 1988.

Du.rlaen'a bo6l<
alet a i.1 . the excitihg
story of th€ 324th
BoFn Sq's lorld
famous plan€, those
vho fl e{ her, tboEe

5t"i, ltailolle!qllP, Vi l?rii.
FROM 1939 TO 1945, THE I1AJOR COXBATANTS

OF HORLD wAR II ploduced neally 750,000 of
ehat {e today call llarbi!ds. Sadly only a
fer of these planes still fly.

Vhile avj.ation in general holde great
fascination fo! lhe public, qhat definitely
grabs their attention are the garbirds.
These rare airclaft cone alive each yea!
du€ to the heavy ihwestrents ovnerE nake in
tin€, effort and noney to keep lheir hount.
in exc e 1l ent flying shape.

These fire-brealhing nacbin€s har/e b€auty
abd grace, vith a roa.ils brute poHe! that
make hemories and imagina!ions soa!. They
biihg to nind a tine when the Uniled Slates

unquest i onably the !ichest, nlost
poee!ful nation in the rorld.

These historic airplanes s! ow tr,or €
popular ewery year, and are high cn the
list of !equireheDts by every ai!shov
coM.ittee chairnan ac!06s th€ count!y,
indeed, the world. Walbirds
draw. And as their Fopule!ity increases, 6o
does the av-i1ab1e liLeratJr € on Lhem

Sever-I yPari "s", 
-;t 

'ioura ;,J?'68;n
difficull to fihd any publication6 on
ai.craft. Nop nost book 6tores carry a
crosE-sect.ion of currenl ayialion litl€s.
Nee to the the artislic pictule
books that display lhe aircraft in their
hatula1 elenent , the air, The best of
these is GHOSTS: VINTAGE AIRCRAFT oF IIORLD
l{AR II .

'HOI''IE AI LAST''

'ho 
serwiced her and hanr, hany oth6r.

associal€d vi!h her durine lhe early days
of 91s t hislory.

The 364 prges of blisht, easy to read
p!int contdin wiwid accounls neyer before
recorded. (The autho! intervieved al1 lhe
survivine origibat l'lD'lPHI S BELLE crev ftem
bers as vell as othels eho flee her be-
lveen Nov 42, and l'lay 43, Sohe 10 Pases
of historical photos increase th€ book's

The 354 pages of brisht, easy to re.d
print contain vivid accounts never befo!e
recorded. ( The authot interwieved all
the surviwine o!i9ina1 t'lEl'tPHI S BELLE ctev
menbers es v€l] as other5 vho flee he!
betveen Nov 42 and Hay 43. Sone 10 Pases
of hietorical photos inctease the book's
appeal.) The llemphis Belle t'leno!ial
AsEociation has artanged special rateB fo!
91st BGI1A pulcha6ers of the book To
obtain them, identify youlself aE a neDber
of the 91Et BGl"lA vhen oidering. The hard
cowe! book is S15.95: th€ sofl cower
version i6 S9.95. Add on€ dollar (S1) for
either book ordered to cover PoEtase and
hahdling costs. Proc€eds from all 6a1e5
vi11 b€ used to rnainlain THX I1D4PHIS BELLE
and her neF tnus.m hone on l'lud Island on
the Mississippi Riwer at nenPhis, TN.

Orders for book6 should be sent to! THE
|'IBIPHI s BELLE I,IE]'1ORIA], ASSN., ATTN! Frank
Donoflio, PO BOX 1942, nenphis, TN 338101,
Allow three eeeLs for de1ive.y.

eorkins his say up in the v€ly conpetitiv€
vorld of Viarbird photoglaphJ to tho Foint
rhere he ha6 gain.d th€ reEp€ct of hi.
pee.s . As ! Varbitd photog!.pher hy8elf, I
can atteEt to the quality rnd Eki11 of hi!
pork. He has aptly denonstrat€d thoBe
abilities here.

HiB beautiful fu]1 color photosraphB of
resto!€d bo bers, fighters , and trainer6
are conl!asted by black-and-white eartihe
archival pholos, oflen of the Ean€ aircrrft
type, only vi€eed 40 telrs,
Makanna'6 inages are r€freEhins, and th6
ai!craft are photographed froh angles that
show their lines to Eooal effect, eith an
attenp! to hatch color schenes .nd
landscapes. I tend to get annoyed by books
fu]1 of uninspireal photographs taken fron
the Eane tired an91e, page rfler page of
h€ad-on vievs . This , of course, also tend.
to hide the narkings and altvork on these
naqni fic ent airpLanes, many neticulously

Sinc€ 19?6 Philip I'{akanaDa ha3 b.6n

!€6 earched for accuracy.
As a vriter vho is also a pi1ot, Jef fret

PagE S
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BOOK REVIEWS
Continued fEon Pase {
Ethel1 brings a knopledseable inFight to
his a!ticles on awiatio.. He !esul.!ty
flies currenl nilitary aircraf! like the
F-15, F-15, and F,/A-18. AlEo qualified in
l{arbirds, E!he11 flies the P 51, F4U, B-17,
and E-25, amonq othels. ?ith vast contacts
lh.oush hi6 Folk a€ a hiEtorian and eliler,
he ha6 given the book a 3pecial flavo! by
p!oyiding recollections abd anecdotes by
sohe of the Far's Farticipaits.

The for€sord i. vlitten by Chuc!. Y€aser.
The famed test pilot recalls Bome inter-
resting thinss aboul his €xperiences dur!n9
the Second \{orId l/ar, ehele he becahe an
Ace. He ea3 Iater to becone the first 

'lanto f]y faster than th€ ep€ed of sound.
Furthei infolnation oh €ach aircraft cah

be fouhd in the refer€nce Eectiob al the
back of the booh. It conlains brief
descriptions, flight specification,and
there eiep drapinqs. Conplaints? on€qould have to look hard to find env.
Ho,e\er, it Lo-ld ha-e been nice io
identify !he pilots in eacb Fhoto. Aft€r
all, lhey are the ones vho tlu]y nake thls
bool possible.

That aside, this i6 the best boor< of its
type on the harket, So nake aur€ lhele is
rooh for thi6 harvelous book o. you! coffee
table. It is deliEhtful .

inte!ceptors aleays !ehinded me of t!opicat
fish ib a clear aquariM, nosins upward
ehen sur fac e fed. "

'I91anc€d to the 1o, Equadron to j€e if
lhey hrd rlso dropped, but was horrifi€d by!eein9 r11 !ix B-17s goins do'h, tik6
crippled geesel Sev€raL batterie. hu6t
have had th€n zeloed in,.nd the entile
6quad!on (4018t) ras 'hot out ot the skyl
Sixty dilheh I A11 in a matte! of secondsl "

Like the r.cently !€leaEed book, ,'The
I,1EjPHIS BELLE, ' Bird6one'! book eiIl be ahust for all vho renen$er, rish to refresh
or 6eek to knop lhe 91st's 'P!oud Past.,'

Betqe€n final r€vi6ions of this boof andpublisher negotiations, Birdsohg ha6
comFlet€d several chapters of another book
on hiE expeijences vlile f-yino fignter,/-
bonbers dL.jnq the Vj€tnam conrlict.

FRIEND

The ],o!d looked dovn and .aw you f.tl,
No long€r vi11 you ansrer the ftight 1in.
f.or hea' rne I1yin9 lortr€ss €n9in€s !oar,or 3€€ the blood and hate of va!.
You venL .!ed fo, Lh on . noble qL6st
To.hall€n9e the Luftuaffe E t;!-fam6d

Tne gLy.as fi-Ied virh bu,stins f-a\rolloued by a lr'e3Ee,6chrjrt att.ck,
Th€y cane sFu'tiDg fir. out of th€ Eun,
You we.e thei! target, your tife vas done.
llar Fith its slory, ra! lith itE lhame,Vrote you la.t chapter in Enoke and flame.
Yo!. fleu tne Eissioh vithout re9!et,
A n:s6!o' mosl mortal hen viII Eoon forget
P". :"", i. peace, you vitl set you! du.,1n eternal 6tiFs Lhat are dleayE btue,

-ROBRT S DdGROAT

323RD'S BIRDSONG'S BOOK,,,DELTA REBEL," DUE SOON'
ASSOCIATION ME{BR GEORGE P BIRDSONG, COL

USAF (Ret), forme! pilot of the DELTA
REBEL, and author of nlheroue neHspape! and
nagazine hilitary a.tieleE, is preE€ntIy
!ew:sin9 po,tions of his booL. Encohpassine
lhe 1942-43 period, his book begins 'iththe fornation of the DELTA REBEL,s crev.
Ahong those supplying pe!sonal data and
ahecdotes are cene Reme11, Harry(Kutchesky) Koo1, Ernie MiILer, S!eve
Perri, B Z By!d, and the eidors of folmer
cree memlers llaeeie Al,b and Lois peters6n.

Space pernitting, the R/I plans topublish the sample chapler cot Bildsong hasr€leaEed fo! perusal by 91st BGtjA henbers,
For noe, a fe! paraoraphs of that chaFter
dedl ino vj.th an early B!emen miEsion

"The paint :"f" ." trr. 190, s and 109, s
becohing quit€ altistic, as the

notlled e:re€n-gr€y camoufLage that had been
standard before, was !€ins replaced vith
pure pagtel blues and e!eens qilh varied
.olored trin, One of the Jerry fight€rs

while, with brilliant r6d trim on
the vinq tips and tail. Othe!€ rore a
silwer-'netalIic. blue coat ehich could be
seen f!on a great diEtance vhen the ancl€

YeE, avai.t the catl f!oh cod.
Vith an Angel Squ.dlon in the

again to fLy
HeaYenly Sky

1ir aliil! T tRts!!r, FiL0t
r'.:I 5!-.r01! !r,l 96 -
!iiEitiilgjih, 0i6LAtii
t t9!!

'Iir! riov! loer rs rlrller !r loirk ti15t tjtot ijried T pr!*ey c{ takg*p{, 0! iio recrti! r!]t!ei ri tr0r'J.rq.pirpi'rar rs.o.i5, Su!:eq!rir
corr5?6ier.. rtlh lhF R1l rereJp! ir5 'tull.r trifld. n, i[ ilor Tilrdi..lr: or l_( 1.. , Sor: !r, D-(.! !,: r.rtr'! 

'.r !i!r 
p,ersr r ,i

'.lr-'. , D ! r, i ,e ,.ri .!j, ri, !i...*;T ! rt! n.,s r.,€
lrisrer, ftslrr bElt!8, tiltoi 4lo!1 oi I ?r Alr !1 tirrbodE rr:d,
!i1!r, Pre*!r, rlil! llyri! r rtia tler m Ir rrt ll to L!drilei F,
.eftiy€i thr r!!!itroi 01 the Lriir:!1!, .}! lD!t ,;. prt hgi@r,, h;$., 'rj t|r l-(, l- c,r r.o.rJ,rli q r:r D p rr S":e, io,!r.,'
lr!*r''e r!i!l Dlire ri5 Polril tpl' topgr_

A FALLEN

ri-th th€ rioht
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COL KLETTE out and lel hitn so.

itiflltrq tte mmtr e: a*er:lei
{icrqro!idl aR! Pa! Piji Chrlri,
ieknri tsi! iii Jo! Car:ll€rr,
i€rI, i,rolr 'Loi! Joir' hr$8,

t tol! riii rcdFl f! lir srlslitr o{ iel 'i it' I (ieire's {ull rrlrlary
!f:il r!rtr* !1 iie Al!rgic. riltroiil CerElprt, Arliilion vA o! l9 feL S6,

h lhe ltii thclc USAI p*$ el lrep e to d.rt if. a+et to lhe qr !
elt€. lPlrlti! Frotprts lir {La! {ror ilieriji,) Ih€ eii* ![ctD +or the

!:^Af Noilr 6mn itill hoior€d Ci: li€lie, A !o.tioi c] th! tlsr l6iief5

{ t|lr !i01. oi t ! rLgh!, L-F
Fr$l lomlrio, ol th! ierti,rs leil!

li th! re &1 Sli liii Nili! tlr

Continued i.om Page 1 At thc end of th. ea!, Kl.tt€, eith .
assiern€nt to Operatiohs Section at th. record totrl of 91 coml,.t mj.Esion6, was the
USSTAF vher€ he obtained hore infornation tast 91st pilot to t€av. B.isibgb;urn. H. v

€nemy capabilitieE, tactic6, .nd coMrndcd the eir echelon unli:. it wa: -
equipneit. As ioon as be !egainect r;ll use disbaDd'd. .t Drcw rie1d. At thrt tin€ he
of hiE 1e9s he reque6ted and eas leinstated 13 r'm€hbered .3 a "seriou!, che€lful 27
to flyini 6tatu; afte! the invasion of v€ar-old, who "it vas hard to b61i€we vas
Frahc.. The 8th AF Hisrh Comanct vould not someon€ €xtraoldinarv," He disPlly€d no
pernil him to expose hihseLf lo possibl€ Pr:veg9 nor had }le soueht to set ;.c;!ds -
captule sooner beiause he knev ioo nuch but .his . intansibl€ d€Bire to hetp get lhe
about the j.nyasion plans. rob done had Precluded delasating

In July 44, ' Col Henly Te!!y. 91rt Per-sonal1v Perc.iv€al obligations to oth€rs .

Comander,-relcomed Klett€ to his His icadenic backsround included a desree
Bassibsbourn bas€d comand. KIette, vith i' ""*i"" and-an honorarv Doclor-of-iavs
28 ni;sions behind bift and "probably the geeree froh Gettvsburs col l€ge and .
nost knovledgeable com.bat pilot in the uoctorate rn lnte.nrtional R€latiotE fron
whole Bth AF, i resued hi6 conbar Georgetovh Uniwersity. He rlso grrduated
CO of th. 324th Bonb Sq. f'oh the Air Va! Collcae with th. 1958

A. th€ 324th co, hc fice.w.ry 
'niriion h. :+:"" "d the Nationel tl.! collaee 1962

could, pr!ticu].!1y thotc trrg.ii.h.r. the cr:33
pot.ntiit danqers ecre groet.-Hir :!':' .d"", not P'r'nit the li'tine of th.
;ontinuinE d.l€lminrtio; to do re j.b 

"ith :::l:d inPortrnt. Posls he fill'd ib 1rt.r
rninimun iosgeg ea. .pprr.nt. n.hb€rE of X:::: . 1 ,t,'w, I'Nw€r, r!€: Dir'ctor of
the 91st noted h. ,t"ar.a i , -;::'- -- ptan! fo! the US trilitrly CoM.nd, Lrtin
reporti and bri€rins d.t. r.";:;'jii";::: mf:t.:-.1.1...1tr1 ; chier o? P.li.v ;o; t;;
;*::""i:,::i:"::i;.:'i:'."ii:;:""j:"j:j ilil'3 i::i:::" ,:' :;:'ii:1.:%:::.:i i::ii
flak tr.pi. He d€velopcd . p';.;a;a a;; :l! , :1. , 

econohl't le.Ponsjbre for th€
.vrdinq r.dar_contro1l;d tiii"r."- - i"- r€.Etablishn.nt 

. of r.! revaeed industries
countinE eewen ..conds rft6! l.i r.r."i" 1n-:u::P: and AEie'
end then turnine.loely r.rt.' ilqh[ i'i. .-1-1-:::': , Position: r€qui'ed 'xt'n3iwe. v€ly .t.ep brni. rho;e ""a . '.i-ti.ii"" -t1:::1:. "d r'ecturine to-8s countlies He
produ;ed o;" of th6 10 K].tt; ;';a;;;;; :-'li"::, nqe!oui arti'1e' rnd the-b€ok--
no:t pleaaing to hih _ thc r*ii r.""."-i" 'Froh Atlrntic to Pacific: A N€- Int€'oc€an v -
his gloup while 1.ading.9roup. drvision, "1"' ..". ..
trak -rorte, o! the €nlile-sth'j.r.-ii,",i,i ",I'.^l:u: ll: y:' .""*d nade n€vs esain
37 reads onry t,o a.ircrart ".." i"'t i"--r'i"' l:: tg:l"o3l1Y:'-"ar)'.or the rir!t rriqht ors!oup., _-": _- -_- ti: E;:1.;'"it:.::it'::;"::; ".i;:i:::s ilFor Gloup CoMander Col T.trv. Doqe.e! . ,, .-^ -^--
Krelre p06;d a probr€n, r.,,i'r.ii-ti"i ll'".-tt,o-:,990 P.eoFre ih 'tt'nd'nc' were
Klette frev 50 nuch that r,. cnr"it.i-,."":i ]1:!!9--Irr ^coribat 

ai'crew dnd suPPort
pa),ine enoueh att€ntion t. "a^i.i't'"ir.. BiIi-"i"];.. col Kletle vaE Einel€d out bv
or !tarr ,neetinei. r,,, .. .,ti.i"-ii.,-", :::tl:...::t'":'^11". rrom that vast audience
unlcrentrriGd sourc€, rerry i"""""i.a i" 5:i-n'll19. tt.':l-'o! e bodbins hl'siohs as a

iayins, "r asked hin to stay on ti.-t."""i :-Lt B'-1?: than anv one else A Planned'
nor€ but he stirt conlinu€a t. "., 

'i-"li nee- Eoeine vi1l disPlav for
rny dand€r up and ord€red r'i^ i"i" i.". P":,?:*t:I .1. Pr:c"' comeftoratinq the t€n
ehen hiE turn to r€a.r ..'. ;.- i: 'iiii 

wwfl^, ::P:i- .l:"'d" 'et bv Klctte'
!,ent. vrhat the h"}1 .," y""'q"i;; -l;-;; ..tl:n,::::'u:-9:-".::*,|:'i:l:lt--:":::-1il1l
vith . man lik€ !hdt? Held ei.e;e that rr 13 noPeoi

r€ady snil€ and al.l I could do was chev him contlnued on Pase 7
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COL KLETTE
Conlinled From Page 6

to €upportins lhe 91st BGI{A riIl also
survive. Thoge vho aatenaled the 1985
Tanpa, FL Reunion vill forewer r€nerDer his
inpaE s i on.d plea fo! unity.
Arlo the exiEtence of nserou8 article6 iD

the R/I files reltainins !o hih ar.
indisputrbl€ te6timony to hi6 hlmi1ity. He

pressed fo! th€ir pu!lication -
pr€f€rrin9 they be h6ld end uEed ehen€v€r
"8prc e perhitt€d. "

Indicatiwe of !he fu1lneB6 of his life
wa. his reply to a qu€stion pr€.€nt.d by
Hiliary "Bud " Evels, Associalion VF and
Histo!ian, durihg a telephone conwersatio.
a fer days before Klette died, aE to
rh€ther he needed anythibg. "I hav.

Solbrb 0lingr

ho!e than I nceal," "llanny

. BEANBIOSSOi1, KEITH, 323!d, folherly of
Jeffer6onwilt€, IN; l"lay 1975. Repo!l€d by
hiB wife, Ro.ehary, who $itc6 he conpletcd
a 30 nission tour vilh Bill Reynolds.nd
F ed Pail(ins of HmRY VIDOV'5 cr6v. He
flee two additional missions to alIoe his
o! igi ha1 to finish tog€lher.
. BOSSERT, HARLYN L. 4016t . 4646 S 76th Stg206 Gr€enfield \{I 53220. Reported by th€

U S Po6tal service.
.BRINEGAR, JESS !, 324th, 528 S llagnolia,

Blea, CA 9262!i Jan 31 , 1988. Repolted by
his sife, Gene, &bd fri.nd Bruce Bowl6E ,
323!d NINE O NINE piloi.
.CORNELL, DoNALD, 322nd, canbriclge MN;

Jult 19, 1987. Report€d by hi6 3on John,
vho v!ites that be.ruse of hi3 fathe!'3
short stature he vorunlee!€d to fIy BaIl
Tu!ret position du!in9 his tou! t.li.th ACK
ACK ANNIE's clew durine lhe suMer o!
1944.

-.DONO\AN. IIICHAFI !, 4016t, 874r Binn€y
f', ya!ren, lll 48093-1620: Sep 198b.Pepotleal by hi. daLgh!e!, t'1a! y Etteh
McCaffrey.
.DORN, PHILIIP R, 4018t, 1500 l"lountain cap

Ci.cle, Birningham, AL 35226j nar 12, I9A?,
Repo!ted by Association hehler l'lathias c
.DEELLA, LJRBAN y1, 322^d., Rt 1, Box 108,

Seynou!, VI 54165 j Jan 1, 1988. Reported
by hi6 vife, |lareelra, aDd i,ife I'lenber
Charles T Bel1, vho recalls Urban a6 a I'ISGT
Cler chief vho serviced his B-17
SUPMSTITIOUS ALOYSiOUS.

-.CIBAON. SAlliLL Y, 32qth, 64r Roundtree
ur , Lon9bo6 r rey , l I j j54 8: June e, I987 .FFpo!!ed. D1 ni s wi fe tn, ouqh a fri.nd,

...f!ITTE: lrlllANUE_ J . cot usAF (per I ,
:ii:i, 1r.2, Box 302. Loverrs\i11e, vAzzudu: ..!eb 12, 1988. Repo!ted by {amity
i ri end M! car!y Hoope!.

-. RUSSEII, 
_ 
JoHN, 32lrd. 5 oak r/no.l I Rd,Ped..Oak, IA 5I56b: Feb t, 1988. Reportejby hiB rif€ Helen.

REUNION - AIRSHOW
Continled frdm Pase I
Trainer AaFociation, etc vitl palticipate
i. a trainer Fly-in and conLFeliti;n.
The v6€k of ls Augult eilt hrve ftying .ndElatic di.splayF a€ w€lL a6 e ',trv Ieriet.,,Over 70 Hor.ld Vi! II vint.9. .i!c!.ft tsitIbe !€atu!ed, including r qathe!inq of rllreaileble flying B r7s, rnd po""ilty ,"onry tlyrn9 LancrEt.r Bohb6r outEide oftnsland.
Fo! furthe. infolhation e!ite theNational l{arplane rlu6eun, pO Box tS9,Geheso, NY 14454, or c.tI ?16 243-0690.

Co1 KI6tte'B Eurvivors includ€ tvo sons,
John C, and Cha!1es E Kl€tt€; tro
step-childr€n Ro.a L Ricbalds and J€Bse B
Unge!i a brolher, Velnon K]€tl€ and fiv.
grandchiLdr€n,

He eas buried vith fu1] Ej.litary honor5
in the Arlinglon Natiohal Cenetery,
Arlilgton vA on 19 Feb 1984.

COL KLETTE'S BECORDS

1. lloat heavy bohlardn€nt hi!.ion3 by a
pilot in th€ Europeln Theatre Of Opelations
(ETo) - 91.

2. fiost heavy bonr.bardneht his8ions
Polldride by a pilot of a B-17 - 91.

3. l4o6t heavy bonbaidnent Fisriols by a
pilot flying aE fohation ]€ade! in th€ ETO
- 73.

4. tlost heavy botrDardnent connat hours
by a Filot in the ETO 689 hour. ahd 25

5. Most heavy bonibardhent conLbat hours
by a pilot flying as fornation l6ade! in
the ETo - 572 houls and 25 hinutes.

5. Fi.st heavy bonbaldhent pilot in !h€
ETO to lly tnan 25 m:3Eiors.

7. Fi.Et heavy bonbardnen! pilot in the
ETO to return f.or a cohlat misEion and
land on one €n_qine (!hree reie feathered)
and tire (one tir€ {as flat) .

8. First B-17 Filot in lhe ETO !o pull
out of a spin over enen)' territoly and
!eturn safely to home baBe,

9. First h6avy bonlbard^ent pilot in the
ETO to crash land a B-17 on instlments at
night ih a fo!est and the enti!e nine-man
c!ew sulvived,

10. least losses in his group while
leading a 9.oup, division, tasks folc€, or
the enti!e 8th AF - 37 leads, tvo airclaft
lost in his 9roup.



MCDUFFEE'S "SHOO SHOO BABY"
NEARS FLIGHT TESTING

The Rrsged lde8!l.r

NTVEST LIFE },IB{BMS

RICHARD l/ ANDRSON, Arcadia, CATdILLIA J AUTH, LTc USAF (Ret) Citrus Hts,
CA
KERIIT I'l BURI'IAN, t'lAJ USAI (Re!) ojai, CA
CTIARLES C CART&, Ft Vorth, TX
VIoLET M DAVIS, Au6tin, TX
VINCENT A FoNKE cOL USAF (Ret),
Fay ett evi 11e, NC

10.il.',i' 500!,,Ih€ resrlt ol deiiri&t ild !.0{eseionrl r!+o.rt)oi Lrr r5
tu:d!ll dis*. !le rr urir tirpli !hct. cl riolipr t{o!s 91ri 617 - SN00
siril tAir,
:r r5 'e!urri i';t rr !tr:e c,i'j t(,r0 ':s:k,, r-...t, t! r? D;,€,

A.l, D!, Ii thE t{rqrosi t! 0iF oi todiy.! !ii!! !ji.riii, r I I{j,
AIR RESERVE TECHNICIANS AT THE DOVUI AFA

rePort cxciti!g prog!€s. regarding th6 t€h
year !esloration of another fahous 91st
phne, th€ 401st'r SHOO SHOO BABY.

She ha6 be€n rnoved out of her hanger .nd
poEitioned for i.n!tallation of her
plexiglaBr noseJ 6n9ine! and propE. Aft€r
assenibly compl.t i on, flight-line t.stibg
t,i11 p!€cede flight testB. The t€ntrtiwe
goal. is to hewe h€r palticipat€ in an
Augu8t 1988 Gl.n l,til1er Cet6br.tion at
llrieht-Patt6reon AFB, Dayton Ohio. Ev.ntuaI
plans call for her b6inq housed in the Atr
Fo!c e l'{ussu at Vright-Patrerson.

In Novenler 1987 lhe Dela{.r€ VA l{edical
.Dd Regional Offic. sponsored r tour and
Iuncheon at the Dov6r AFB for "forgotten
veterans'] - eon€n vho 36rwsd in Lha Arned
forccs duling $/II. Arnong the 60
att€ndin9 r€r€ forher vohen! Air Force
Service Pilot8 Scotty Gouth and Ethel
Finley, both of Delaqare, It iE c€rtdin
th6y s'€r€ ihpr€ss€d by lhe .pp6ar.hc€ of
that other "Lady wet.ran" - SHOO SHOO BABY.

RICHARD H HAHIITON, V Bratlleboro,
RALPH HANCOCK, Hucknal1, Notlinshrn,
ARNOLD c HUGHES, Coon Rapids ,
LEO L 'PoP' LYONS, Tlenton, NJ
CHARLES R PECK, Au6tin, TX
LESTR a SNOOK, Tewksbury, ilA
JOE c TRAYIOR JR, Houston, TX
FRANK I VARVA, llylt16 Beach,
ftILE VINCENT, Lafay.tte, LA

TITE RACCED INREGULAN

KEARNEY AAF BASE REUNION:
GENESO, \Y AIFSHOW SET

ATTENTIONIII A REUNION VILL BE HELD ON
JUNE 3, 4 and 5, 1988 fo! everyone vho wasstationed at or processed tbrough lhe
KEARNEY, NEBTASKA A!}IY AIR BASI durino orjust after HYII. Int er€st ed? Contact
Kearney Ailbase Reunion, 2A22 Aee A,
K€arney, NB 58847. Tel | 308 238-5803.

THE NATIONAL I'ARPLAN! HUSEUI1 ]S PL-ATiNT NGfo! rhe annuar ',:e4r Ai r "h'6'qi'tffin??fLeeL"-o or 1:, .:, and 14 Aug-.t i989. v
Ai!craft fron the Stearhan Association,
Ryan CluI', Fairchild C1ub, North Ane!icrn

Cont inued on Pace ?

" ". .ATTENT|ON! ..^. ^ -" ",
1988 CONVENTTON
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Clsl BG Mendr al Assn

14224 SE 288th ST
Kent. WA 98042

FORWARDING AND ADDFESS
CORRECT ON REOUESTED

LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU MOVE!


